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author. Itis true I was absent a few days from 
+h Hall while the ballot for Speaker was being 
take n, about the time the article just read pur- 
norts to have been written; but, I was not ab- 
sent for pleasure or for profit, but in the faith- 
ful discharge of what I conceive to be a high, 
imperative, indispensable duty. I was in the 
sick chamber, and by the bed-side of a beloved 
wife, who has been confined to her room for the 
last three months, ministering to her wants and 
endeavoring to alleviate her pains. Most unex- 
pectedly to me, sir, on the 24th day of December 
last, | received a communication from ait affec- 
sionate and devoted daughter, informing me that 
he r mother desired my immediate presence, that 
she had been suddenly and violently attacked with 
a disease which, if not at once re lieved, threat- 
ened a speedy dissolution. I did not, sir, hesitate 
for a moment to adopt the course which duty and 
affection dictated. I left this city for my home 
im Kentucky in less than one hour from the time 
| cast my sixty-ninth vote, I think, for the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricu- 
snpson.] | traveled some two thousand miles in 
the performance of what ‘ under the circumstances, 
| conceived to be my imperative duty. 

Sir, if I had not adopted the course I did, if I 
had refused to obey such asummons, made under 
such peculiar circumstances, I would to-day, in 
my judgment, have justly merited the undivided 
scorn and contempt of every member upon this 
floor, and have proven myself unworthy the 
eenerous and magnanimous constituency which 
I have the honor to represent. 

If the paragraph to which I have alluded had 
been published m my own State, amongst my 
own people, those who know me and the motives 
and principles which prompt and control my 
action, | would not have troubled myself to notice 
it. They know me, and I would have left the 
matter with them without comment or explana- 
tion; but, sir, I am for the first time a member 
upon this floor—a stranger to almost all the mem- 
bers present; and although ‘have always believed 
that any and every article, emanating from a driv- 
eling scribbler who loafs about the halls of legis- 
lation with a view to impugn the motives and 
villify the course of gentlemen, is too far beneath 
contempt to be noticed; yet, sir, being a stranger, 
I have thought it due to the House, to my consti- 
tuents, and to myself, to present the facts and 
make the explanation 1 have. 

Ihave nothing to say in regard to the honor- 
able gentlemen whose names are connected with 
my own in the paragraph I have read. They are 
present, and can spealgfor themselves. I have no 
doubt, however, they were actuated by the same 
honorable motives which I claim for myself. 

Mr. Clerk, | have uniformly cast my vote at 
every ballot which has been taken for Speaker 


in this House (except when I was absent in Ken- || 


cotuecky) for the honorable gentleman from the 
Siate of Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson;] and before 
I take my seat I desire to state, very briefly how- 
ever, Why it is that | have heretofore, and I ex- 
pect hereafter to continue to vote for that gentle- 
feman until, inmy judgment, the interest of the 


country, or my own convictions of eae and | 


policy, shall require a different vote. desire to 
state, too, sir, before 1 take my seat, why it is 
‘hat it 18 utterly impossible for me, either directly 
orindireetly, by my vote or otherwise, to aid in the 
election either of the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts, [Mr. Banks, ] who belongs to the Free-Soil | 


2 . } 
epublican party, or the gentleman from Penn- | 


sylvania, (Mr. Fuxer,] who belongs to the 
American, or the Know Nothing party. 


Inde 
but 
‘ollowing latform of principles: 

First, That I would stan by the Constitution 
of the United States and the American Union as 
they now are, in spirit and in letter, aMinst all 


novation or infraction, come from what quarter 
may. 


Sir, I was elected to a seat in this House as an | 
pendent Whig, pledged to no party as such,@ 
to all parties and to the country upon the | 
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required of a citizen for any office or place of trust 
under the United States, whether he be native-born 
or naturalized, Protestant or Roman Catholic. 
Third, That, except for the Presidency and 
Vice-Presidency, every office in the Government, 
State or National, should be equally accessible to 
every citizen, whether native-born or naturalized; 
that neither the place of birth, religious faith, 
sectional locality, nor worldly pursuit—nothing 
but citizenship, character, qualification, fidelity to 
our common country and political creed, should 
ever be required as a prerequisite for any office or 
place of trust under our republican Government. 
Fourth, That, except as fugitives, the power to 
legislate upon the subject of slavery as property 
is not conferred upon Congress by the Consti- 
tution; nor is such a power necessary to the ex- 
ercise of any other power given. In order, there- 
fore, to do justice to every citizen in every State 
in the Union, free and slave States, and to secure 
peace and harmonty between the different sections 
of the Confederacy, and to the people of Kansas 
and Nebraska the proud privilege, when they come 
to organize themselves into States, and form their 
organic laws,ofreculating for themselves theirown 
domestic institutions, I will resist every effort to re- 
veal the bill passed by the Thirty-Third Congress, 
cnown as the Kansas-Nebraska act, and any and 
every effort to restore the Missouri restriction line. 
Fitth, For strictly inforcing that clause in the 
Constitution of the United States which provides, 
that no person held to service in one State under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in 
consequence of any law or regulation therein, be 
discharged from such service or labor, but shall 
be delivered up, on claim of the party to whom 
such service or labor may be due; and resistance 


| to any modification or a repeal of the existing 


fugitive slave law, by which property in slaves 
might be rendered less secure, or fugitives more 
difficult to recover. 

Sixth, Opposition to all secret, oath-bound 
political organizations, whenever, wherever, or 
for whatsoever, formed in our Republic, as im- 
politic, improper, and anti-American. 

Seventh, In the administration of the Govern- 


| ment and execution of the laws, we should know 


no North, no South, no East, no West; that all 


| the rights of every citizen in every section of this 


great Confederacy should be as equally protected 


| by law as they are secured by the Constitution. 


This, sir, is the position I assumed in the late 
canvass for a seat upon this floor; this is the 
platform upon which | was elected and to which 
L stand pledged to all parties in my district and 
to the country. | will not now, sir, attempt to 
elaborate or to justify them; I will state, however, 


| that by the indulgence of the House I may take 





occasion to discuss them at length at some future 
veriod. I will only add that, understanding the 
eumente gentleman from Massachusetts {[Mr. 
3aNKS] as being the great leader of the Free-Soil 
Know Nothing sectional Republican party, advo- 
cating doctrines which, in my judgment, are inim- 
ical to civil and religious liberty, and sustaining 
and endeavoring to carry out a set of anti-slavery 
and Free-Soil principles, which, if triumphant, 
would not only prove highly detrimental to the 
best interest of the State which I have the honor 
in part to represent, but which, if pressed to the 
extreme to which I understand that gentleman is 
willing to go, would render doubtful, at least, the 
permanency and perpetuity of this glorious Con- 
federacy. Entertaining this view, Mr. Clerk, of 
that gentleman’s position, there is at once a gulf, 


| deep, wide, impassable, between him and myself. 


I could not therefore, sir, vote, or aid in any man- 


ner, directly or indirectly, to elevate him to the | 


speakership of this House, without proving rec- 
reant to all the high trusts which have been con- 
fided to me by my constituents. 

How is it, sir, with the honorable gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Forrer?} While he 
is practically a little less anti-slavery, yet in 
theory, I 
position, 


resume, from his own definition of his | 
e is pretty much the same, and in | 


Second, That no religious test should ever be || Americanism or Khow Nothingism he is greatly | 
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ahead of the honorable gentleman from Massacha- 
setts, [Mr. Banks;] holding doctrines and advo- 
cating a system of policy, under the head of Know 
Nothingism, which I think not only violative 
of the Constitution of my country, but if carried 
out, subversive of civil and religious liberty. Sir, 
Know Nothingism, as I understand it, is # mon- 
strous political heresy. Itmeans no foreign-born 
citizen, it matters not how great or how good, no 
Roman Catholic, however patriotic he may be, 
shall have any office in the gift of the American 
people, from the fourth sergeant ina militia com- 
vany up to the presidency of the United States. 
This is what I understand to be the doctrines held 
and propagated by that part y. This, [know, was 
the doctrine preached and propagated by them in 


| the district which I have the honor to represent, 


| during the canvass the past summer, 


! Yet, sir, 
they talk about civil and religious liberty. They 
say they do not proscribe Catholits. What is 


| civil and religious liberty without civil and reli- 


| gious equality? 
| without civil and political equality? 


W hat is civil and political liberty 

! Freedom is 
but a name, and liberty a curse, whether civil, 
political, or religious, when fettered with political 


| disability. Surely, sir, it is a monstrous political 
| heresy to be taught in the land of Washington and 


| Jefferson, that an entire ¢lass of our citizens, no 
| matter how great or how good, are to be ostra- 


| monstrous and heretical. 


| cised and proscribed because they were accident- 


ally born in the wrong place, and another class 
ostracised because they ldineie to belong to the 
wrong church. Sir, the glory of our Govern- 
ment is its religious toleration; the glory ef our 
Constitution, its equality of rights. 

I will not enlarge. This, to me, is a doctrine 
Sooner would I suffer 


| my right arm to wither, or my tongue to cleave 


to the roof of my mouth, than I would indorse 
that doctrine, or aid in the triumph of a party 
which holds political opinions so adverse to m 


|e e > . : 
judgment, so revolting to my feelings, and whic 


| him on every ballot since my return. 


would, either directly or indirectly, proseribe 
a man for his religious faith. I could not do it 
without proving a traitor to the men and the 
principles that placed me in my present posi- 
tion. I cannot, sir—I will not do it. I voted for 
the distinguished gentleman from Illinois sixty- 
nine times, I think, before I left for Kentucky, as 
I have before said, and I know I have voted for 
} I now vote 
for him, and I expect to continue to vote for him, 


| until, as I said before, the interest of my country, 


or my own views of propriety, or my sense of 


| duty, shall require me to vote for another. 


Mr. Clerk, what was the aspect of a 
parties when we first met at this Capitol? The 
Republican party had met in the North and 


| organized themselves into a sectional Free-Soil 


Abolition party, determined, many of them, upon 
a repeal of the fugitive slave law, and all of them 


| upon the repeal ef the Kansas-Nebraska bill; the 





restoration of the Missouri restrictive line; the 
restriction of slavery in the Territories; the non- 
admission of any more slave States into this 
Union. This party, Mr. Clerk, promised no good 
to the country, but, by its system ef political 
warfare, threatened a disruption of the Union. 
Whatelse, sir? The great American party, which 
had boasted so long and so loud about the na- 
tionality of its principles, and the glorious results 
which would accrue to the country from the tri- 
umph of its principles—they, gir, a few days 
before we met here, held a meeting at Cincinnati, 
nine States being represented, and they, too, 


oy my a platform, threatening the institutions 


of the South, though it might cost this glorious 
Union to carry out their principles. What next? 
A few days before we met here, the great Amer- 


| ican party South, seeing that, by the action of 


their brethren at Cincinnati, the last hope of Amer- 
icanism was gone in the South unless they in 
some way or other should meet and caulk their 
already leaky and fast sinking ship—they, too, 
had a meeting at the sity of Louisville, in m 

own State; and what did they do? They repudi- 
ated the action of their party at Cincinnati by 
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reindorsing the twelfth section of the Philadelphia 
slatform, thus dividing and denationalizing and 
completely sectionalizing the great American 
party, swearing that there was, at least, a Spar- 
tan band of Americans at Louisville, Kentucky, 
who, though they had bowed the knee to Sam, 
would never do the like to Sambo. And I believe 
in my heart they are in good earnest. In my 
judyment, if there is ever any more bending of 
ihe knees between them, Sampo will have to be 
the first to bow. . 3 
But what, Mr. Clerk, was the peculiar political 
aspect of the countrv after this action of the Amer- 
lean party at Louisville and Cineinnati? The 
old Whig party was dead. The great American 
party, which had promised so much to the coun- 
try, stood thus irreconeilably divided and inef- 
ficient for good. ‘The people at once saw that 
there was no party left but the old Democratic 
party, with her banner unfurled to the breeze as 
a national pary. All eyes were at once turned to 
that party as the only hope of saving the Consti- 
tution and the Union against the aggressive policy 
of the Republican party of the North. ‘The great 
problem yet to be solved, however, was, Ww hether 
the old Demecratic party, although she had never 
yet failed to save the country under any and all 
circumstances, might not, too, split upon this 
great denationalizing element—the slavery ques- 
tion—when she came to meet inanational caucus 
or convention to makea platform. ‘This, sir, was 
the true condition of parties in this country when 
this Congress first met, and that the great ques- 
ion to be settled. Sir, we did meet in caucus in 
this Hall on the nightof the Ist day.of December 
Jast for the purpose of so'ving and settling that 
vexed question. I confess it was not, though my 
faith was strong, without some trepidation that 
I entered this Hall on that memorable evening. I 
had some slight fears as to what might be the 
resuli; but, sir, to the honor and glory of the 
Democratic members of this House be it said, 
from every section of the Confederacy, at the very 
first effort at an organization and the adoption of 
a platform, we not only adopted by a unanimous 
vote our conservative platform and planted our- 
selves upon the Constitution and the Union, but 
we nominated for Speaker, upon that platform, 
by a similar vote, our present distinguished stand- 
ard-bearer, the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
Ricnarpson,] from a free State; presenting to 
this House and to the country a man having a 
head and a heart capacious enough to defend and 
maintain the Constitution of the country and this 
glorious Confederacy of States as they are. Thus 
organized, Mr. Clerk, the old Democratic party 
stands to-day firmer, more united, and more im- 
pregnable than she ever did. She stands to-day, 
as I trust she ever will, as a pillar of cloud by 
day and a pillar of fire by night, poimting to the 
Constitution and the Union as he only ark of 
I vote, sir, for Wintiam A. 


neces ll LL A 
qq ————— —- -- 





our political safety. 
Rieu arpson. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Clerk, I rise to a priv- 
ileged question; and in its statement I hope that 
my words may be reported. For several days 
past I have been struggling against a severe in- 
disposition, I came here this morning in the 
hope that I would be enabled to remain in the 
discharge of my duties during the entire day's 
session; but | am now so unwell as to be unable | 
to longer occupy my seat. I have found it im- 
practicablg to pair off with any gentleman of the 
adverse party; and fearing that this will be the 
last vote that I shall cast to-day, I mention the | 
fact now, so that members may understand why 
it is, when my name is called, that I do not 
respond, 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion, fora personal explanation. 

Mr. MARSHALL, I withdraw the motionto 
adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky. Mr. Clerk, | 
I rise to a personal explanation. It is my desire | 
that the position of the American party shall not | 
be mistaken. I desire particularly to refer to an 
article in the Maysville Express, edited by an 
ex-member of Congress from Kentucky. 

The CLERK. There is no question before the 


House. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise toa personal expla- | 
nation. Am I to proceed? [Loud cries of ‘Go | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, | 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thurston, Trafton, Tyson, | 


on!’’} Then the Clerk will please read what I 
sent to his desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“Since the opening of Congress, there have been occa- 
sional rich developments, growing out of the embittered 
state of feeling between the northern and southern Know 
Nothings. If things continue in their present state much 
longer, all the raseality ever contemplated or practiced by 
the party will soon leak out, for there are many leaky ves- 
sels among the brotherhood at Washington. A few days 
ago, in a debate which occurred between Mr. CampBe.t, 
of Kentucky, and Mr. Howarp, of Michigan, the former 
indulged in some strictures upon tke resolutions Of the late 
bolter’s convention at Cincinnati, when Mr. Howarp asked 


if E. B. Bartlett, of Kentucky, the highest officer of the | 


order in the United States, was not present at that conven- 
tion, if he did not approve the resolutions, and say that the 
South ought to, and would, adopt them as the basis of eom- 
promise between the two sections of the party? This was 


a poser, and Mr. CAMPBELL, well knowing it all to be true, | 


made no direct reply. We think after Bartlett’s official 
presence at the Abolition convention, bis indorsement of 
its resolves, and the pledge he gave of support from the 
South, it was well for Mr. CaMpBELL to shut up.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
from a gentleman who has occupied a seat on 
this floor for x years, in its statements directly 


contrary to the professed and open sentiments || 


of those with whom I have acted, it is necessary 
that the attention of the country should be called 
to it. I now assert here in my place that the 
spirit and substance of the statement of that 
article are false. 


The House proceeded to vote the one hundredth | 


time for Speaker, with the following result: Whole 
number of votes cast, 200; hecessary to a choice, 
101; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received..... er rer pret e 
William A. Richardson.......sseee ceannen oennane ae 
PORTED WEL PONIES cots 84s Ci kcnass seskee tens 6c setsae am 
RiezanderC: Mi. Penningtotis. 6icsised cescaciecees -O 
James L. Orr...... Su veebianibsits dod pbbcese ovesconce @ 
TR Pre ere th Sinapied chew <i 
Gilehriat POrter...cccaccccceces + eeencaaesesenaaes 
Henry Bennett ..........006. sOusechesssestseuece A 


So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks--Messrs. Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Bufting- 
ton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 


Chatlee, Clawson, Coliax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Dam- | 


rell, ‘Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 


Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, | 


Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Hor- 
ton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Xelsey, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, 


Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, | 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Renning- | 


ton, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purvianee, Ritchie, Robbins, 


Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat- 
son, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Bell, Hendley 8. 


Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, | 
Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, | 


Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Davidson, Denver, Dow- 
dell, Edmundson, Elliott, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Hous- 
ton, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMul- 
lin, MeQlueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Wat- 
kins, Winstow, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright. 
For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. John P. Campbell, Carlile, Bay- 
ard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Ken- 
nett, Lake, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, 
Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, William 
R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Whit- 


| ney, and Zollicotfer. 


For Mr. Pennington— Messrs. Dunn, Edwevds, Harri- 


| son, Moore, and Scott. 


| 
| 
j 
j 


| 


| 
| 


For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Richardson and Wiliiams. 


For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Bennett—Mr. Brenton. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. FLORENCE stated that his colleague, 


| Mr. Barcxray, had paired off with Mr. Ga.io- 


WAY. 


said: It has been suggested to me, since I pro- 
»ounded my question to the gentleman from 
Jassachusetts, that some days since he publicly 
declined to answer any more questions, and m 
own recollection is that he did so. I shall there- 


fore, for the present, withhold my vote until I | 


can satisfy myself upon that point. 

Mr. BANKS. That there may seem to be 1fo 
discourtesy on my part towards the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, it may be proper for me to 
say, after the remark he has made, that courtesy 
to the House, and especially to the gentleman 


“et 


When I see an article | 


Mr. ROBISON (when his name was called) 
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from South Carolina, [Mr. Boyce,] requires m 
| to adhere to the declaration I made, some = 
| since, under what I thought to be a safe pies. 
_dent. Upon the subjects to which the gentleman 
| has alluded, I have heretofore expressed = 
|| opinions, and they stand upon the records of ;), 
| House. ” 
| Mr. ROBISON. Are they the same stil] Yr 
'| Banks? [Cries of ** Call the roll!’*] i" 
| Mr. VALK (when his name was called) said: 

Mr. Clerk, I have voted for the past five we, ks 
| for the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvanio. 
and, as I desire my people to know why I hay, 
| thus voted, and shall continue to vote, I will |y = 
| in my place give my reasons. I have voted fo, 
Mr. Fuxter, because he is a firm and ardent sy». 
or of the Constitution of the United 


| 
i 
| 
i] 
| 
i} 
} 
| 





| 


ates 

have voted for him, because under no cite 
|| Stances would he be willing to “let the Union 
|| slide.’’ [have voted for him, because he is a true. 
born native of the soil of the Keystone State. 
|| and, lastly, because he is utterly and firmly op. 
| pe to the agitation of the slavery question 

oth in Congress or outof it. For these reasons 
| | vote for Mr. Futver. 

Mr. ALLEN (having previously voted) said: 
I desire to inquire if my colleague, Mr. Kyox 
has voted on this ballot? . 

The CLERK. He has not. 

Mr. ALLEN. I then desire to say to the 
| House, that I agreed this morning to pair of 
‘| with him. We did not fix upon the time that we 
|| were to leave. I understand that he has not bee, 
| in the House during this ballot, and presuming that 
| he has left under the agreement we made | ye. 
call my vote. [Cries of ** That is right!’’] 

The resvlt of the vote was then announced as 
recorded above. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky, (at fifteen 
| minutes after four o’clock, p. m.,) moved that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


The House proceeded to vote the one hundred 
and first time for Speaker, with the following 
result: Whole number of votes cast, 192; neces- 
|| sary to a choice, 97; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received ...... cece cece cecscree& 
WUD SD IRON 5 05a. ov hc civ ndch seeks ucts OB 
Henry M. Fuller........ 


| 
i| 
|| 
|| 
i! 


| 
| 
| 
| 








Alexander C. M. Pennington... ..cccceccececcccen B 
SOUAO TE 5. WER oes ona sincud vcd dusvheeewene baebcces ae 
BSOREY OMHOE < is. 0 ivnsd cccden Cant aeeawsss ccicks 
Gilchrist Porter... seseeeeeeeeeeapeceee ence sees 1 
1 
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EADS T), CONC soos 0000 csus c0gs.cees one cas ness 

SOU VO UMASS oo 50 sce cece ccccestves SEpocees cose 

So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail : 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Hen- 
ry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bradshaw, Buffington, Bur. 
lingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, 
| Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Tin 
othy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, 
Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
| 


| 
| 


Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Kigg, Knapp, Knight, Know!- 
|| ton, Leiter, Matteson, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgar, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
|} Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purvianee, 
'| Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, 
|| Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring- 
|| ton, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
|| Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Wasi- 
|| burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Wooi- 
|| ruff, and Woodworth. 

| For Mr. Richardson— Messrs. Aiken, Bell, Bocock, 


Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, 0 
ruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson B. 
W. Cobb, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Eilictt, 
English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
| Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thowias 
L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George WV. 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 
S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
| Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Phelps, Powell, 
Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, 
|| William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Wat- 
ner, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and Joba V. 
Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller — Messrs. John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Evans, Pus 
tis, j. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, 
Humphrey Marshall, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, 
Ricaud, Rivers, William R, Smith, Sneed, Swope, Tripp’; 
Underwood, Vaik, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. ‘ 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harriso0, 
|| Haven, and Scott. 

For Mr. Orr—Messts. Richardson and Williams. 
For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Bennett—Mr. Brenton. 

For Mm Cullen—Mr. Millward. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 


Mr. FLORENCE stated that Mr. Peck had 
paired off with Mr, Taurston. 
Mr. QUITMAN stated that his colleagues, 
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>t.eers, BarksDALe and Henpter 8. Bennett, 


s paired off. 

\ir. ENGLISH stated that he had not voted 
‘he one hundredth ballot for the reason that 

». had paired off for that one vote with Mr. AL- 


pRI suT. . 
» the result was announced, 


\{r. KEITT moved that the House do now 


0 yurn. 
' Mr. WHITNEY. I call for tellers on that 
motion. 
my he CLERK appointed Messrs. Watney and 
WaLpripce to act as tellers. 

The question ras put; and the tellers reported— 
aves 31, noes 91. 
* Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. 
nays. 

Mr. SNEED. 
the House. ; 

The CLERK. That motion is not in order, 
ending the motion to adjourn. 
Mr. MeMULLIN. | call for tellers upon the 
yeas and nays. 
“ Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMu.un 
and BRADSHAW were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 33, noes 110. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered, ode fifth 
voting in favor thereof. ! 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 


I call for the yeas and 





| 


I move that there be a call of | 


cided in the negative—yeas 40, nays 143; as fol- | 


lows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Bell, Boyce, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Caruthers, BayardyClark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Win- 
ter Davis, Day, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Henry M. Fuller, 
Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, Kennett, 
Lake. Lindley, McMullin, McQueen, Millward, Orr, Paine, 
Parker, Porter, Powell, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Sav- 
age, William Smith, Sneed, Trippe, Underwood, Wheeler, 
Whitney, and Zollicoffer—40. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Banks, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bocock, Bowie, 
Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Bur- 


nett, Cadwalader, James H, Campbell, Lewis D. Camp- | 


bell, Caskie, Chaffee, Clawson, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 


Williamson R. W. Cobb, Coifax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, | 


Damrell, Davidson, Timothy Davis, Dean, Denver, De Witt, 
Dick, Dixon, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Durfee, Edmundson, 
Edwards, Elliott, Emrie, English, Flagler, Florence, Thomas 
J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Green- 
wood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Her- 
bert, Hickman, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, 
Howard, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kelly, Kel- 
sey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Leiter, 
Letcher, Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Smith Miller, Morgan, Mott, Murray, Andrew Oli- 
ver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, 
Phelps, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Quitman, Rich- 


ardson, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Ruflin, Rust, Sabin, Sage, | 


Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Samuel A. 
Smith, William R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, 
Stewart, Stranahan, Swope, Talbott, Tappan, Taylor, 
Thorington, Todd, Trafton, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, 
Welch, Williams, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, Wood- 
worth, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—143. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. DUNN (when his name was called) said: 
I suppose it is the object of gentlemen, by oppos- 
ing all motions to adjourn, to overcome our brute 
natures, and in that way force the acquiescence 
of our minds in that which our reason and con- 
science disapprove. J have rarely seen such 
efiorts result otherwise than in mischief. 
it has sometimes 


the hand that held it; and hence, as a general 


In fact, | 
roven to be a sword that cut 


| Mr. ETHERIDGE. I believe that all the dif- 
| ficulty which now prevents an adjournment grows 
| out of the fact, that a nicht or two avo our Dem- 
| ocratic friends passed a resolution that they would 

not vote for a recess or a motion to adjourn until 
a Speaker should be elected. That rules is now 
in full operation upon the House, and to relieve 
ourselves from the embarrassment I move to 
rescind thatrule. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If my colleague 
is certain that this is a Democratic caucus, as I 
was chairman of that caucus, | will take the chair, 
_and call the caucus to order. [Renewed laugh- 

ter. Cries of * Call the roll!’’] 

The House proceeded to vote the one hundred 
and second time for Speaker, with the following 
result: Whole number of votes cast, 199; neces- 
sary to a choice 100, of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received ......2 obec 

William A. Richardson .. 

Henry M. Fuller 


wcecetdnacasvedes e eeseccceses MO 

Alexander C. M. Pennington..... écudetgchee secece G 
| James L. Orr....cccccocecces EE iat citer. 
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| Henry Bennett,..ccccccccsece siivdes cévcvatedessen 2 


So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bradshaw, Buffington, 
Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaf- 
fee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kel 
sey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Leiter, Matteson, 
McCarty, Meacham, Kiilian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
| Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Pearce, Pelton, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, | 


| Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
| Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watson, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson— Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Barks- 
dale, Bell, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, 
Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas 
J.D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson 
W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, Hickman, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MceMullin, Me 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver,Orr, Packer, 
Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
| Savage, Samuel A. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Taibest, 

Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. 

Wright, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. John P. Campbell, Carlile, Cox, 
Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, Hoffman, 
Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, 


|; Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, 


thing, it is perhaps best to transact the grave | 
business of life in the usual hours, coolly, dis- | 
passionately, and without resort to unreasonable | 


or coercive measures to induce results. Never- 
theless, as some gentlemen show a fixed purpose 
to resort to this extraordinary and very question- 
able effort to compass their ends, I am willing 
they should have all the benefit of their trial. 
‘his resort must operate as inconveniently—it 
may be as injuriously—upon me physically as it 
possibly can upon any member of this House— 


still, sir, 1 will abide it, come what may; and I | 


Sincerely hope that those gentlemen whoare now 
insisting upon this contest of animal endurance 


»1 . . 
will not change their purpose until we have a | 


Speaker. Let us have no relaration of musele in 
‘his spasm of patriotism. I shall therefore, to oblige 
them, vote against the resolution to adjourn now, 


and until the wisdom of brute force shall have | 


| 


: 
| read, I have only to say that I owe no allegiance || 


I vote no. 
I move a call of the 


been thorou hly tested. 


Mr. McMULLIN. 
ouse, 


The motion was disagreed to. 


William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, 
Valk, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, 
Haven, Moore, and Scott. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Richardson and Williams. 

For Mr. Wiiliams—Mr, Wheeler. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Bennett--Mr. Brenton. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. EDIE gave notice that he had paired off 
with Mr. Craier, of North Carolina, until to- 
morrow at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. GALLOWAY. Assome doubt has been 

| expressed as to whether a majority of the dele- 
gation from Ohio has properly expressed the sen- 
timents of the people of that State, | propose to 
read, in justification of the vote which has already 
been given by a majority of that delegation, and 
in explanation of our present vote, and the votes 
which may hereafter be given by them, a tele- 

| graphic dispatch just received from the State of 
Ohio. It isas follows: 

Co.tumeus, Jenuary 8, 1856. 

Sir: The following resolution was unanimously adopted 
by the Republican and American Senators of Ohio, twenty- 
nine in number: 

“ Resolved, That we, the anti-Nebraska members of the 
Senate of the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, having 
come recently from among the people of the State, and 
being, as we believe, intimately acquainted with their 
views and sentiments, are well assured that a large major- 
ity of the citizens of the State approve the course pursued 
and adopted by the majority of our delegation ‘n Congress 
in regard to the election of Speaker, and they earnestly 
desire to see a unanimous vote by the members of the House 
of Representatives from this State for a Speaker kaown to 
be opposed to the further extension of slavery.” ; 

A. KELLY. 


Hon. Samvuet GaLLoway. 


Mr. HARRISON. So far as my action in this || 
House may have been referred to in the tele- 
graphic dispatch from Ohio, which has just been || 
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to any Republican-American party—that I waa 
nominated by the Simon-pure American party, 
voted for by them, and elected by them; and so 
long as I shall have the honor of a seat ppon this 
floor I shall do my utmost to carry out American 
principles. I vote for Mr. Pennineron. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I dislike the practice gen- 
tlemen of this House have got into of making 
personal explanations when their names are 
called; but, lest I should be regarded as unfash- 
ionable, I desire to trespass upon the attention of 
the House for five minutes or more. I desire to 
know of my Democratic friends, with whom it 
has been my pride and pleasure to act, and who 
were present on Saturday night at the caucus 
which adopted the resolution by which to en- 
deavor to settle this question of the speakership 
by a test of physical endurance, what they expect 
to accomplish by it? If any gentleman whe was 
in that caucus can satisfy me that by remaining 
here during the night an election can be had. I 
will act with them; but I hold that such action 
is not in accordance with the usages of the party. 
Do you expect to obtain an advantage by the ab- 
sence of members, produced by indisposition or 
otherwise? I regret, sir, to differ with the great 
national Democratic party. I desire an organiza- 
tion of this House as much as any man upon this 
floor; but fair play is a jewel. “Why not meet 
the question like men, and not endéavor to settle 
this matter by a test of physical endurance? I 
would not attend the caucus to which I have re- 
ferred, for the reason that I feared such a resolu- 
tion would be introduced and adopted. I am 
opposed to such a policy. 

But, [ repeat, if any member of the Democratic 
party will satisfy me that we can effect an election 
by a protracted session, I will remain here to-night 
and to-morrow night. If Iam not so satisfied, I 
shall take occasion to move an adjournment when- 
ever I think best. I vote for Mr. Ricuarpsown. 

Mr. MOORE. The telegraphic dispatch which 
has been read by my colleague, [Mr. GaLLoway, 
from the twenty-nine Senators from the State of 
Ohio, has been read, I suppose, either for the 
purpose of operating as a salve for the nineteen 
ventlemen from that State on this floor who have 
been voting for Mr. Banks, or for the purpose of 
ringing in two gentlemen who have seen proper 
to vote againg Mr. Banks. Now, so far as I 
am concerned, it is sufficient for me to say, that 
I do not represent, on this floor, the twenty-nine 
Senators who have spoken, but I represent the 
tenth congressional district of the State of Ohio. 
I came here to speak their sentiments, and not 
the sentiments of twenty-nine men who may have 
happened to be sent to the city of Columbus as 
Senators. If I came here to represent any one 
Senator, it would certainly be that Senator who 
came from my own district; and I now propose 
to read what he says in reference to my course. 
[Cries of ** Read!”’ **Read!’’] Lhold in my hand 
a letter dated December 21, 1855, up to which 
time I had been voting against Mr. Banks, as I 
have been ever since. He says in that letter: 

“Your course in reference to the election of a Speaker 
is acceptable to your constituents, so far as i am advised.’* 

A Voicr. Who is that Setter from? 

Mr. MOORE. From the Senator of my dis- 
trict—H. 8. Bundy, one of the twenty-nine. 
[Laughter. ] 

The call of the roll was resumed, and the re- 
sult announced as above. 


Mr. MILLWARD, (at ten minutes past six, 


» m.) I move that the House do now adjourn. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. On that motion I call for 
tellers. 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. WureLer 
and TuorincTon were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 19, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The House proces ded to vote the one hundred 
and third time for Speaker, with the following 
resuit: Whole number of votes cast, 196; neces- 
sary to a choice, 99; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received......cccceessccsccensOe 


Wiliam A. RiehardeOR oc. cve cs checvéodbers descecs 67 
Henry M. Fuller....... rT ire ob Se osecsons eccsecs 26 
Alexander C. M. Pemmimgton.......ccececeescccees 6 
Bamuel Caruthers... ccccccsescscccccccscss ieedebs 2 
semen Ts.’ Uibssahsc 004hseecdda cts cee ce sepkeaaie 
John WUMMR ie i csntectcesi cocvcdtescoccs tecece L 


Henry BEG cat ctersdenccbccdecccetccvcsscesse lt 
So there was no choice. 
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The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Mesers. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Hen- 
ry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hail, Harlan, 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How- 
ard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oli- 
ver, Pearce, Pelton, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
Ritchie, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 
ton, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson— Measrs. Aiken, Barclay, Barks- 
dale, Bell, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskic, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Davidson, Denver, Dow- 
dell, Edmundson, Etiiott, English, Faulkner, Florence, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Uarris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Mc- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver,Orr, Parker, 
Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
Savage, Samtiel A. Sinith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, 
Taylor, Vail, Warren, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. 
Wright, and Jonn V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Mesgsrs. John P. Campbell, Carlile, Cox, 
Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Eustis, J. Morrison Harris, 
Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, 
Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Rieaud, Rivers, 
William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, 
Valk, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, 
Haven, Moore, and Scott. 

For Mr. Caruthers—Mesers. Etheridge and Richardson. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

‘or Mr. Bennett—Mr. Brenton. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. DICK (when his name was called) said: 
Mr. Clerk, as I understand that it is proposed to 
continue in session antila Speaker be elected, 
and, as in consequence of my infirm health, I can- 
notsit outa nightsession, | have made an arrange- 
ment with the gentleman from Virginia {Mr. Kip- 
WELL] to pair off with him. Probably, therefore, 
this will be the last vote that I will give to-night. 
In the prospect of an election of Speaker during 
the night, i think it proper to define my position. 
Much has been said here, sir, in defining the posi- 
tion of gentlemen, about principles of nationality. 
I consider, sir, that one of the mgst important 
principles of nationality is universal freedom. 
On that principle I stand; on that principle I have 
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voted, and will still continue to vote. I, like my 


colleague, [Mr. Fu..er, of Pennsylvania,] am 
opposed to the restoration of the Missouri com- 
promise. But I mppeee it ona different principle 
from that on which he opposes it. 

sir, on the ground that a vote of mine for the res- 


I oppose It, | 


toration of the Missouri compromise would imply | 
a willingness on my part to admit territory south | 


of that line as slave territory. 
opposed to the introduction into the United States 


Now, lam utterly | 


of any more slave territory; and I will vote for | 


no man who I think entertains any other prin- 
ciple. And, sir, if it were not for the infirmity 
of my health, | would stand here on that principle 
and vote till the crack of doom. I vote for Mr. 
Banks. 


Mr. KIDWELL (when his name was called) 


said: 1 desire to state that I have agreed, after 
this vote, to pair off with the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Dick] until ten o’clock to- 
morrow nrorning. 
The Clerk continued the call of the roll; and 
the vote was announced as above. 
Mr. KEITT, (at ten minutes to seven, p. m.) 
I move that the House do now adjourn. 
Mr. PAINE. On that motion Leall for tellers. 
‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Paine and 
Comins were appointed. 
The House was divided; and there were—ayes 
14, noes 91. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. KEITT. 
the House. 
Mr. WHEELER. 
motion. 
A Memper. There is no quorum. You cannot 
© on to take any votes without a quorum. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
and call the roll, and if there is no quorum, there 
will be no election; just as there has been no elec- 


I demand tellers upon the 


|| better off.” 


I move that there be a call of | 


You can go on | other people are. 





| Mr. RUFFIN. The Clerk has the right to 
count the House and ascertain whether a quorum 
is present. He has that right, according to all 
precedent. 


Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 


ing toadjourn. ‘Those gentlemen who have voted 
for the last one hundred votes without change, 
will not change their votes, if we sit all night. 
There are no particular elements here for an im- 
mediate change. 
adjourn. 


‘The question was taken, and the House refused | 


to adjourn. 
The question then recurred upon the motion 


that there be a call of the House, upon which | 


tellers had been demanded. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER 
and Pearce were appointed. 

Mr. KEITT. 
from Missouri [Mr. Kenner] desires to address 
some remarks to the House. Tor that purpose 
1 will withdraw the motion that there be a call 
of the House. 

Mr. KENNETT. I make the motion that the 
rule of the House, limiting debate here tospeeches 
of ten minutes each, be rescinded. 

Now, Mr. Clerk, [ believe 1 have the floor. I 
make that motion, and upon it I desire to submit 
a few remarks upon the present condition of the 
House. [Cries of **Go on!’’] I trust, sir, that 
gentlemen will not get tired of a little tabking. 
Sir, if we are to sit here all night, voting, and 
perhaps all day to-morrow, for my part I should 
vreatly prefer to see gentlemen come plump up 
to the scratch, and do directly what they thus 
propose to do by indirection. 

Mr. Clerk, who are the parties acting with the 
plurality upon this floor, voting against adjourn- 
ment? The immortal seventy-four. Sir, what 
is the object of these gentlemen who have pre- 
vented an adjournment? As has been well said 
by my friend from Virginia, [Mr. MeMctury,} 
a few moments ago, it 1s not with the slightest 
hope of securing the election of the honorable 
gentieman taey have all along kept before the 
House as their first choice for Speaker. No, sir; 
it can be only with the hope of electing the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs.] If 
that be the case, then let them come out like men— 

| le@them come up boldly and vote for an election 
iby plurality. Let them elect Mr. Banks as 
Speaker, and take the responsibility. Let them 
| not come up here with statements of having paired 
| off, and giving their reasons for the last vote they 
ever expect to give for Speaker. Well, sir, I am 

not very strong. ‘This is the first time I have 

attempted to address the House: it may be the 

last; and perhaps I had better take this oppor- 

dy 


tunity to explain why I have so long stoo 
my friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Futver,] 
and still intend to stand by him. 
Itis true that I have got no long telegraphic 
dispatches from home to me here, announcing to 
| me that my friends are delighted with the course 
(| I have pursued. I cannot even show a letter. 
gut I ues it for granted that the people in my 
| district are satisfied to leave their interests in my 
| hands, and have nothing to say upon the subject. 
'I take that to be a fair inference. And, sir, 
| though I cannot see that I have any hope of elect- 
/ing my distinguished friend from Pennsylvania 
|| by standing out in his support, yet I can say as 
an old lady in our country said last year, to con- 


| sole herself for having failed to raise any corn a 


| year ago. She said, ‘It is true that I have raised 
/no corn, but,thank God, my neighbors are no 
[Laughter.] It seems to me that 
| the other branches, or factions, or divisions, or 
whatever you may choose to term them, in this 
House, stand upon pretty much the same ground, 
unless I except my friends of the Democratic 
party. They are not satisfied with standing on 
the same footing with other people, thanking God 
|| that they stand precisely where their neighbors 
| stand; but if I may be permitted the remark, with- 
|, out intending anything discourteous to them, the 

| throw themselves back, wrap themselves in their 
|| cloaks, and thank God that they are better than 
[Renewed laughter.] I say 
| they thank God that they are better than other 
men; better than one hundred and fifty other 


tion every vote that has been given for the last |, men who stand in opposition to them upon this 


five weeks. 


floor. 


I do not | 
see that anything is to be accomplished by refas- | 


I move that the House do now | 


lunderstand that the gentleman | 
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I think the fact will not be disputed that then 


two 


hundred and thirty members here who have been 


elected in opposition to the present Administra. 


tion of the National Government. That fact, at 
least, cannot be gainsayed. It may be said, and 


| said truly, that that Opposition differ amongs, 


themselves—that they are not united jn their 
efforts to elect a Speaker. But for that reason 
are the seventy-four to be exempted from respop. 


sibility? Are they to be released from all odium 


in the matter? Are they to be exempted on tho 
ground that they are the plurality? I tell them 
that the Banks men beat them. Upon the “round 
that they are asmall minority? Certainly, We 


| who are voting for Mr. FuLier can say to them 
| as the Irishman said, ** We are twice as small 


'as you. 


*? [Great laughter.] Or, to goa littl. 


| further down, the half dozen outsiders, who have 


been voting for almost anybody in general, and 
nobody in particular, are still less responsible 


| The responsibility, therefore, remainswith them— 


| (Mr. 


the Democrats. 

But, seriously, what has that party in this 
House, on which, as I contend, the great yp. 
sponsibility does rest, done towards effecting ay 
organization of the body? They have offered 
us a highly honorable gentleman from Illinois, 
LICHARDSON,| my friend, and one for 


| whom, under certain circumstances, I could and 
| would have voted with the greatest pleasure. | 


have not required that that gentleman shall be 
taken down and some other put in his place, in 
order that 1 may vote for*a man of the Demo- 
cratic party. I believe that he is among the best, 
if not the noblest Roman of them all. He is a 
western man, and my neighbor; and I could vote 
for him with great pleasure if I had ever, since 
the first attempt to organize the House, had a 
chance; but we have had none. Those gentle. 
men have not only stood by their a but 
they tell us that they intend to die by it. They 
have, moreover, told us that they would not 
even extend a helping hand from that platform 
if we were willing to desert our principles to get 
there, but we must crawl up to it at the risk of 
breaking our necks in the attempt—and even 


| then to come up with ropes around our necks, to 


be hanged as soon as we got there. [Laughter.] 
If I had known that the resolution of the Demo- 
cratic caucus was to be binding here, | would 


| have brought my coffin along, and had it con- 


venient in the lobby. [Renewed laughter.] 

I say that those gentlemen have not shown 
such anxiety for the organization of this House as 
their position demanded of them, as the support- 
ers of that Administration of the country which 
has been in power for some three years. The re- 
sponsibility does rest with them. They havea 


| greater responsibility to use every effort in their 





—— consistent with principle, to organize this 
ouse, than with any other body of men in it. 
I say that they have not made any effort—not 
one step, toward conciliation and the organiza- 
tion of the House. I am willing that that as 
sertion shall go forth to the country. I hope 
it will; and I think, if the time and my strength 
would allow, that I could sustain the proposition 
satisfactorily. Have they offered us one of my 
colleagues, iMr. Carvurners,] an old-line Whig, 
one voting with them, or another [Mr. Porres| 
voting against them, as a compromise man? 
Have they sought to take my colleague, [Mr. 
Caruruers,] the old-line Whig, who has felt it 
to be his duty, in the present crisis and conjune- 
ture of affairs, to vote for Mr. Ricwarpson as 4 
compromise man? Nota word of it. Havethey 
offered to take, as a compromise candidate, al- 
other colleague, [Mr. Porrer,] an old-line Whiz, 
who has been acting with the Americans, the 
national Americans, on this floor, who, although 
he is with, is not of them? Have they offered 
to take him, in the effort and in the hope of aa 
organization of this House? They have not. 

The CLERK. The gentleman’s time has 
expired. [Cries of ‘Go on!’’ **Go on!”’} 

he CLERK. If there is no objection, the 

gentleman will proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. KENNETT. I have done. 

Mr. DAVIDSON obtained the floor. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. I wish to say a word 
or two in reply to my colleague. rs 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Louist- 
ana is entitled to the floor. 
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Mr. DAVIDSON. 
P Missourl. 
fv. CARUTHERS. Mr. Clerk, I do not 
desire to address the House atany length. All 
the points to which I would like to attract general 
attention could got be fairly set forth under the ten- 
minute rule. [Rave sought the floor now for the 
urpose simply of explaining why I have not and 
cannot act with my colleague, (Mr. Kennerr,] 
who has so kindly made allusion to my position. 
To explain why have acted as I have in voting 
for the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricuarp- 
sox] would require, I repeat, longer than the time 
allotted to each member under the order of the 
House. I shall seek some other yes pen to 
got myself fairly and fully before the House—I 
will not say, in fashionable phrase, and before 
the country, for pacers the country would take 
no note of what | do— 

the people of my district. 

{ desire to state at this time, and in the present 
connection, in order that what [ may remark may 
eo out with the observations of my colleague and 
friend—and I am proud to call him such—the 
reasons why I have not, do not, and never will, 
yote for the distinguished gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Henry M. Futcer.} [could not 
vote for Mr. Futter—and I believe that we are 
allowed to call members by their proper names 


before the organization—because, while a mem- | 


ber of the last Congress, I knew and now remem- 
ber that, throughout the Kansas-Nebraska fight, 
in every stage of that trying contest, his prede- 
cessor, the Hon. Hendrick B. Wright, stood fast 
by us—was one of us; and, sir, before I had cast 
a vote | found that the distinguished gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Futter] had come here 
as his successor from a Democratic district, and 
because of his triumph over Mr. Wright in con- 
sequence of his vote on the Kansas-Nebraska bill 
at the last session. I could not vote for him, 
then, on the first vote. When the first vote was 
taking | watched its progress, because many of 
the gentlemen with whom I was previously asso- 
ciated were disposed to vote for Mr. Futter. In 
that very first vote, when we were casting our 
votes for the purpose of making up a record, and 
when he had the entire House from which to 
select, | saw that gentleman throw his suffrage 
for Mr. Pennineton, of New Jersey. I remem- 
bered then, that at the last Congress Mr. Pen- 
vincton had voted to suspend the rules with a 
view of affording Mr. Eliot, of Massachusetts, 
an opportunity to introduce a bill to repeal the 
fugitive slave law. 

When Mr. Futier could take a northern or a 


southern man; when he could select a conserva- | 


tive man for whom to cast his vote, I saw him 
vote for a man who had been in favor of allowing 


the privilege to introduce a bill to repeal the fugi-| 


tive slave law. I could not vote for him. Mr. 
PENNINGTON, on that vote, voted for Mr. Camp- 
BELL, Of Ohio, a gentleman, by-the-by, for whom 
lentertain, as he knows, the most profound re- 
spect personally, but whom I regard as the em- 
bodiment of northern sentiment on the slavery 
question. Another vote was had. Mr. Futter 
voted for Mr. Pennineron, and Mr. Pennineron, 
on the third vote, voted for Mr. Banks, of Mas- 
sachusetts, who is not only the embodiment of 
Free-Soil Democracy, but, it seems, also of north- 
ern Americanism and of ultra northern Republi- 
canism. Mr. Pennineron voted for Mr. Hatxs 
upon that ballot, and Mr. Futier voted for Mr. 
"ENNINGTON after he had voted for Mr. Banks; 
and for sixteen times. I sat in my seat and saw 
Mr. Futter, after Mr. Pennincron had voted 
for Mr. Campse.i and Mr. Banks, cast his vote 
Sixteen ttmesfor Mr. Pennineton. Could I, sir, 
as true to the principles of the Nebraska bill, upon 
which I was e ected; as true to the State to which 

owe allegiance; as true to the constituents who 
Sent me here upon that Nebraska issue—could I 
Vote for a man with such a record as that? 

But it is said that Mr. Futver has made decla- 
rations here that entitled him to all respect and 
‘o southern votes. Sir, Mr. Futrer did make 

eclarations here, and in the course of those elo- 
quent declarations he announced some doctrines 
in which [ heartily concur; and when I state that 
return to him, for the announcement of those 
octrines, my sincere thanks, I do not do it in 
any idle spirit of compliment. I do it because I 


do—but before the House and | 





2a Ree 
I yield to the gentleman || gentleman, and I return him those thanks in the 


' same good faith in which I assail those things in 


| his course of which I disapprove. 


k We li, sir, 
Mr. Fvuner, in the course of the explanations 
which he thought proper to make, was asked by 


| Mr. Sage, of New York, whether, if it were pos- 


sible that that part of the Kansas-Nebraska bill 


| which repealed the Missouri compromise should 


be itself repealed, he would be in favor of it? I 
do not pretend to give the precise language in 
which the question was couched, for I have been 
called into this discussion unexpectedly, but I 
give the substance of it. What was his reply to 
that question? I call upon southern rentlemen— 
and, as 1 have been thus incidentally arraigned 
by one of my colleagues, I call upon him—to no- 
tice what that answer was. Was it that he stands 
upon the same principle that we do? Was it that 
he believed that the principle of non-intervention, 
as established by the Nebraska-Kansas bill, was 
true and just? Was that the reply he gave to the 
gentleman from New York? Not one word of 
it! I heard it and I marked it well, and upon it 
rests my eternal opposition to his election as 
Speaker. He replied that he was in favor of the 
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gentlemen as they were could not act with them; 


| and yet you arraign me as a Whig for not having 


voted for Humpnrey Marsuaut, of Kentucky! 
Mr. COX. No, sir; I did not arraign you, at 


all. 
Mr. CARUTHERS. Well, [ understood yeu 


| to say so, but I will take back the word “ ar- 


restoration of the Missouri restriction; that if he | 
| had been in the last Congress, he would have been 


opposed to the Kansas-Nebraska bill; and that he 
was in favor of restoring the Missouri restriction, 
if it could be done; but as it could not be done, 
as a practical statesman, he was against all agita- 


| tion. This may suit other gentlemen; it does not 


suitme. I want a man who coéperates with me 
to stand upon some principle upon which I can 


| meet him. 


The principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill are 
right, or they are wrong. If they are right, those 
of us who sustained that bill acted rightly. If 
they are wrong, we acted wrongly. If it was 
right to repeal the Missouri compromise, then 
that repeal should stand. If it was wrong, he is 


| a coward who declares it wrong and does not de- 


clare for restoring it. 


| floor.] 


Mr. COX, (interrupting.) Will the gentleman || 


allow me to ask him a question. 
**Oh, no.’’] 
sons why he cannot codperate with those who 
are voting for Mr. Futter. I would like him to 


[Loud cries of 


| tell me if there is no gentleman in the House who 


has heretofore agreed with him in sentiment as 
a Whig, for whom he could have voted for Speak- 
er? and why it was that when m 


the Louisville district, [Mr. Humpnrey Mar- 


SHALL,] who is not obnoxious to the charges he 
brings against Mr. Fu.ier, was voted for by the 
American party, he would not support him or 
some other gentleman of the American party? 

The CLERK. 
gentleman from Missouri that his time has 
expired, 

| Loud and general cries of ‘* Go on!’’] 

The CLERK. The gentleman can proceed if 
no objection be made. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. CARUTHERS, (resuming.) Well, sir, 
I might make several answers to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, who comes in sideways. [A 
laugh.] In the first place, [ might say that his 
question has no relation whatever to the line of 


{Loud applause on the | 


The gentleman has stated the rea- | 


colleague from | 


The Clerk must remind the | 


| argument I was on when he interrupted me; but | 
my respect and my unfeigned kindly feeling | 


| him in a different way. 


towards that gentleman induce me to answer 
He asks me if there is 


ino Whig in all this House for whom I might | 


have voted, instead of for Ricnarpson. I under- 
stand him to arraign me for that vote. Sir, I 
will defend that vote—— 
Mr. COX, (interrupting.) 
understood me. 
Mr. CARRUTHERS. The gentleman asks me 


No, sir; you mis- 


|if there is no Whig for whom I might have 


| voted. 


I tell him there is no Whig—none, sir. 


| Mr. Humparey Marsnwaii, who was first voted 


for by 


the **South Americans,”’ 
been called, is no Whig. 


Do you tell me that a 
Know Nothing is a Whig? 


[Loud laughter, and 


as they have | 


much applause on the floor and in the galleries.] | 


Why, sir, (turning to Mr. Cox,) the Philadel- | 


| 


phia convention of last year, in their platform, | 


which you have been swearing by ever since 
you have been a member of this Congress, de- 
clared that both the old parties—the Democratic 


®ppreciate the high motives of the distinguished || and the Whig—were so corrupt that such pure | 








raign,’”’ 

Mr. COX. My remarks were not intended to 
arraign the gentleman’s motives. I have nodoubt 
in the world that a gentleman who is able to dis- 
cover the front doors and the side doors by which 
gentlemen enter toask a civil and respectful ques- 
tion here, will always so conduct himself as to 
have no difficulty upon the subject of arraign- 

| ments before his country. P 

| Mr. CARUTHERS. Does the gentleman want 
to make a speech, or to ask a question? 

| . ‘a . , 

| Mr. COX. I wantto make asuggestion. You 

| have plenty of time. The House has given you 

| leave to goon. 

| Mr. CARUTHERS. 

| House for that. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman says that there is 
no Whig upon this floor for whom he could vote, 
that that party is broken up, and that I have said 
|; SO. 
| Mr.CARUTHERS. No, sir. 

Mr. COX. Lunderstood the gentleman to say 
that I had sworn that it was broken up, and that 
I could not coéperate with it. I will not go into 
| a discussion of that subject; but I will ask the 
| gentleman where the Whig party is? He. pro- 
| fesses to be a Whig, and yet is acting with the 
Democratic party, on the declaration that the 
Democratic party must succeed, or the country 
| willgoto ruin. That is the meaning of it; and 
| he, professing to be a Whig, seems to be casting 
| a reflection upon me, because I professed there 
was no Whig party. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. Not atall. 

Mr. COX. 1 should like to know where the 
Whig party is. I want the gentleman to come 
to the point, and tell me where it is. My friend 
from Missouri has been a Whig all the time, and 

I want him to tell me, as he can, where the Whig 
party is in this House. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. I was very unfortunate 
in my remarks, if | may judge of it by the man- 
ner in which the gentleman from Kentucky un- 
derstood me® He asks me why it was that I, 
elected as a Whig, had voted for a Democratic 
candidate for Speaker upon the first ballot? In 
that connection, I understood him to ask me why 
I had not voted for his distinguished colleague. 
| I reply to him that I could be under no obligation 
as a Whig to vote for his distinguished colleague, 
| for he indorsed a platform which expressly re- 
vudiated not only the Democratic party, but the 
Whie party. I could be under no obligation to 
vote for him,as this American party was founded 
|} upon the ruin of both the others. The idea of 
| the language, which I have not before me, is, that 
the party is established upon the corruption of 
both. [Laughter.] I am corrected, Mr. Clerk, 
by some gentleman near me. I am informed 
| that the language is, that the American party 
was established upon the ruin of both the other 
parties, and both were ruined by their corrup- 
tions. [Laughter.] 

Now to the question of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Cox.] Heasks me how I, pro- 
fessing to be a Whig, could doso and so. There 
he touches me. I have been a Whig from my 
boyhood; and I tell that gentleman that when I 
| first became anaspirant for political station in the 
| district which I have the honor to represent, that 
district was Democratic by four thousand major- 
| ity; and I tell him, as my people well know, that 
| in all the contests in my Gistrict, I never abated 
one particle of my Whig devotion; and I never 
went into the political field to engage in a fight, 
but what I carried the Whig banner openly, and 

sroclaimed my love for its principles. I came 
on then, asa Whig. 

The gentleman asks me where the Whig party 
is. I might tell him there was one Pythagoras, 
who entertained the doctrine of the transmigra- 
tion of souls, and that when the Whig party died, 
the soul of that party went into the present Dem- 
ocratic party. (Great laughter. } saw during 
the last summer a great field of fight opened; 
and we were calm lookers on. I looked over the 
whole field of fight for a Whig banner. I looked 


Yes, and I thank the 
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to the gallant, glorious old Tennessee. I saw no 
Whig banner there. In that canvass for Gover- 
nor there was noWhig candidate—no man carry- 
ing the Whig colors. Casting my eyes from Ten- 
nessee, I looked over to the State from which the 
gentleman himself hails—to the gallant, noble, 
revered old Kentucky. What did I see there? 
The old banner under which I had rallied from 
the days of my childhood, and which had ever 
been borne aloft by her gallant son—where was 
it? It was trailing ingloriously over the grave of 
the immortal Henry Clay. And when you bring 
down that banner upon the grave of Clay, could 
I believe that the Whig party still existed? Sir, 
I did not believe it. If you could take down that 
banper, and fold it quietly over the grave of that 
immortal patriot a statesman—the first states- 
man of his times, the most eloquent man of any 
time, and the greatest party leader of all the 
world—and he could rest well under it, could I, 
in the State of Missouri, believe that the Whig 
party was dead? Sir, do you believe it is dead ¢ 

Mr. COX. Does the gentleman desire an 
answer? . 

Mr. CARUTHERS. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman says that when he 
took the stump in his district, he took it as a 
Whig, though there was a majority of four thou- 
sand Democrats against him—that he advocated 
Whig principles, and led his opponents over into 
his ranks. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. I did not say I led them 
into the Whig ranks. 

Mr. COX. But they voted for the gentleman, 

roclaiming himself a Whig, and rallied under 
hie banner as a Whig, and went with him into 
the Whig party, at any rate. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. I protest, in all kind- 
Ress, against any language being put into my 
mouth. I said, that when I first became an as- 
pirant for congressional honors, there were four 
thousand majority against me. I said I never 
struck the Whig flag in my district. 

Mr. COX. I understood the gentleman as I 
said. 

Mr.CARUTHERS. Ifthegentleman pretends 
to say what I said, let him say what | did say. 

Mr. COX. I said the majority had changed 


| subject, that I believe they were right [roars of 


| that there was no man in that district who could 





had so borne myself on all those great measures 
in which they were interested, that they con- 
cluded in their hearts—and I say, from that spirit | 
of frankness with which I am dealing in all this 


laughter]—they concluded in their hearts, I say, 


better reflect their will and who would represent | 


them more faithfully than I. Andso they run | 
only one man against me that time, and I beat 


| him by two thousand five hundred votes; and the 
| wonder has been to me ever since that I did not | 


for the distinguished gentleman from Penns 
| 


| for Mr. Futrer, which could be at all disagree- | 


political brother. 


their position from the Democratic ranks and had || 


followed a Whig leader. 

Mr. CARUTHERS. That is What you say. 
[Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX. He says the Whig party is dead, 
and has gone back to the Democratic ranks. I 
understand he considers that the Whig party 
**marched up the hill, and then marched down 

ain.’’ 

Mr. CARUTHERS. Mr. Clerk, if there be 
anything in this interruption, except so far as 
relates to my constituents,I should not, perhaps, | 
devote any time to it. A few words, however, 
are due to my constituents, as well as to myself; 
for 1 do not wish to set myself up as an extraor- 
dinary champion, or grand leader, or anything 
of the kind. I think the House will bear me 
witness that, during the two years I have been 
a member of it, | have never spoken perhaps four 
times; never even called for the yeas and nays, 
laughter;] never made a motion to adjourn. 
Continued laughter.] They will bear me wit- 
ness, I think, that I never showed any loud dis- 
position to ** get myself on the record;”’ for I 
thought that gentlemen would get more honor and 
more credit by keeping off the record, nine out 


of ten times, than they get by keeping on it. || 


{Laughter.] I therefore claim no credit for any 
extraordinary modesty in that matter. It was on 
principle I acted. 
But the point which I wish to reach is this. 
The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Cox] seemed 
to think that I must imagine myself an immortal 
leader, from the fact of my having started out, as 
I said I did start, against a majority of from three 
thousand five hundred to four thousand, and 
of my having overcome that majority without 
striking the banner of the Whig pfarty. “Well, the 


first time I came here, I beat them, or else I would || 
not have been here, {Laughter.} And I will tell || 


you how I beat them, Mr. Clerk. There were | 
three Democrats running. [Roars of laughter.] I | 
am not very vain about that. 


beat him by five thousand votes. Has the gen- | 
tleman {[Mr. Cox] any more questions to put to 
me? [Laughter.] 

Mr. Clerk, I have been drawn into the most 
of this matter. I only rose to tell you—and to 
speak seriously upon that—whzy I have not voted 


7]. 
vania, [Mr. Futver.] But I was hurried up by 
this ten-minute rule; and as I had so very seldom 
appeared before the House, and did not know 
anything about the disposition of the gentlemen 
toward me, I did not suppose they would allow 
me to go onas I sawthey were disposed to crush 
down modest men; and so I hurried on. But 
here is what I want to say seriously in this con- 


the reason why I did not and could not vote 


able to the nicest sensibilities of that gentleman, | 
I wish now, without being called upon, to recall | 
that word. I honor him for the position which 
he has taken when he says here in his place that | 
he would vote for the admission of States into | 
this Union without regard to the fact of whether | 
itwasaslave State ora free. I honor him for that | 
declaration. 1} tell him that, thus far, he is my 
When he preaches a sermon | 
to these anti-Nebraska men, about whom we hear 

so much, and tells them that it is unpatriotic to 

continue this agitation, I give him the right hand 

of fellowship, and tell him that there, too, he is | 
my brother. But when he tells me that, if he | 
could—that is, if the Senate and President were 

not against him—he would restore that Missouri 

restriction, I tell him that there we are at war— | 
at a war to be without end. I vote for no man 
who is not content to leave all these questions of | 
slavery on the great doctrine of non-intervention. | 
I vote for no man, Mr. Clerk, who will not give 


| to the people of the Territory—to the people to 
| be affected by it—to the people who go from your | 


_ Holding these doctrines I could not vote for Mr. 
Fuuier. 


States, where they have rights, into your Territo- 
ries, Where they lose none of those rights—the 
rights of self-eovernment. I vote for no man 
who will not recognize in the government of the | 
Territories the great doctrine on which your | 
whole Government rests—the doctrine that the 
people are capable of self-government, and that 
the people are the best governors of themselves. 


1 will answer another branch of the question | 
at another time, when I can do so without tres- 


| passing on the patience of the House. I will then 
| explain why I have voted for Mr. Riewarpson. 


| have not a good defense. 


| I say it because it is truae—that, so help me God, 
| while I am a member of this House I will speak 


| reélection here—never ! 


| 


And I now promise the gentleman who asked me 
that question, that when [ make that explanation | 
I will make it satisfactory even to him. I know | 
that it will be fully satisfactory to those to whom | 
lowe allegiance. I have no fears of that. I take | 
no course which I cannot defend, or for which, | 
in my own judgment and in my own heart, I | 
So I have no fears. 
And when I am taunted—asI have been taunted— 
that my course here will ruin me at home, I have 
only this to say—and I say it without boasting— | 

| 


no word, I will give no vote, in order to secure a 
Pleasant as the gentle- 
men are who are around me, there is nothing in 
all the fascination of political life here which 
would make me sacrifice one portion of my duty 
to the people who have honored me by sending 


i 
| 


: : g | 
me here, much less is there anything in all this | 
life which would make me sacrifice one portion 


of my self-respect. I prize highly—I prize as | 


But I have come || highly, perhaps, as any man does, or as any man | 


here twice. Well, the fact of my coming here || should do, the approbation of my constituents; 
the second time was due—I believe in my heart— || but I have this to say, to them, that I am here as 
to this simple reason, that in the last Congress I || their agent, not as their slave; that 1 am here to 
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had so reflected the will of my constituents, and || 





, oe : , : con- || Jowing result: Whole number of votes cast, 199. 
| nection, that, if I said one word, in explaining | - ’ 


| to be right and fit. I know my people bette, 








ee Ree 
vote according to my conscientious convictio 
of right, and that I will so give my votes; tha 
whenever they are not satisfied with these vot r 
they have an easy remedy. Let them just seal 
some man here who will vote according to the; 
notions of voting, and I can retjre to my home: 
I can retire to my profession; in retire to my 
family; 1 can retire withouta murmur. But, ¢j 
while I am their Representative, 1 will be theis 
Representative in fact and in deed. I shal] md 
what I choose to vote. I shall vote what I deen 


than others know them; and I know they will 
inderse my vote—indorse it, because, hore I 
know even better than they know themselves 
what is for their interest;—indorse it, becans 
they well know that I would not deal falsely with 
them. I forbear now to give the reasons why 
I have voted, and shall continue to vote, for 
Mr. Ricnarpson, but I promise to give them jy 
due time. [Cries of ** Call the roll!*’} 

Mr. SAGE. I move to lay the motion of the 
— from Missouri [Mr. Kenner] on the 
table. 

Mr. KENNETT. I will withdraw the motion, 


The House then proceeded to vote the one hy. 
dred and fourth time for Speaker, with the fo}. 


necessary to a choice, 100; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received....... Avbehsstéuteccad 9 
William A. Richardson..... eure bearces tenses ciel 67 
Henry M. Faller.......ccccoves o's Be eveuleced oe cured 29 
Alexander C. M. Pennington... ..ccescccces cesecs 6 
John Williams........ eeu ckae 6 E58 0068 ide enc ceveseul 
MEE Btn SING 0:00 5.4.060 446666 945% 9SSOAROA CONS CC war 1 
BROMTY BERNE oo. . cevwcee voce vavencecse sone cutes 1 
GR POT onc eiddctne calc tediie ssi. dtnswues l 
Samuel Caruthers..... sepesatece seed TTT TST a2 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Hep. 
| ry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bradshaw, Buffing. 
| ton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 

Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Dam. 
rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Gran- 
ger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R 
| Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, 
| Kennett, King, Knight, Knowlton, Leiter, Matteson, Mec. 
Carty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mot, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Pearce, Pelton, 
Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Eliihu B. Washburme, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Barclay, Barksdale, 
Bell, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cad- 
walader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Wil- 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmund- 
| son, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampzon W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickm&n, Houston, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
| Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, 
Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel 
A. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, War- 
ner, Watkins, Winslow, Dahiel B. Wright, and John V. 
Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Ethe- 
ridge, Eustis, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, 
Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Pur- 
year, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Williain R. Smith, 
Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, and Zollicotler. 

For Mr. Pennington—M€gers. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, 
Haven, Moore, and Scott. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Benneit—Mr. Brenton. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
| For Mr. Caruthers—Mr. Richardson. 


Pending the call of the roll, 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky, (when his 
name was called,) said: I desire to explain the 
| position which 1, as a member of the American 
| party, occupy in connection with the organization 
of this House. That party have been charged 
with holding sentiments antagonistic to any oT 

nization whatever. Now, sir, let me say that 

desire to see an organization effected. I am 
prepared to vote for any national man for that 
| purpose. I will vote for the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, [Mr. Ricnarpson,] for whom I have been 
voting since the meeting of the House. I am 
ready to vote for the distinguished gentlema” 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr;] I am ready 
vote for his colleague, {Mr. Boyce.} [am ready 
to see the House organize upon national -_— 
by the election of a conservative man, but not 
upon sectional grounds. That is the positio? 
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which I occupy. ; = 
- of a national organization. 


way > . | 
Mfr. PORTER (when his name was called) | 
eid: Before recording my vote I have a few re- 


marks to make, I have been contented hereto- 
fore to remain a silent member of this bedy. I 
have had no pemonal explanations to make, no 
remarks to offer in reference to any matter per- 
sonal to myself. allusion f ‘ 
made to me In the course of this incidental dis- 
cussion, that has sprung up during our present 
sitting, it may have become necessary that I 
should make a few remarks for the purpose of 


I will throw no obstacle in the | 1850, and that it should not be reopened there- 


| after in Congress or out of it, under any pretense 
whatever. Sir, they were opposed to the repeal 
| of the eighth section of the * Missouri compro- 


; ‘s : 
mise act,’’ which was made part and parcel of 


|| the Kansas and Nebraska bill, passed during the 


But, sir, allusion having been | 


defining my position, or rather for the purpose | 


of presenting some reasons why I shall continue 
to vote as [ have heretofore voted for my distin- 
guished friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fut- 
LER. | q : pee oa 

My acquaintance with that distinguished ren- 
tleman originated during the Thirty-Second Con- 
gress, 
with him. : 
with me as a member of the great patriotic Whig 
party, of which my colleague who last addressed 
the House [Mr. Carurners] was a member, 
and with which I have acted from my boyhood 
down to the present time. I say I found the 


of which I had the honor to be a member | 
I found him at that time coéperating | 


gentleman from Pennsylvania then a Whig mem- | 


ber from the Keystone State—a Fillmore Whig, 
cooperating with me in supporting the meas- 
ures of Fillmore’s administration—a conservative 


Whig, standing by the compromise measures of | 


1850, in their length and in their breadth. 


And, 


sir, if he has changed his opinions upon that sub- | 


ject—if he has departed from that great and glo- 
rious faith—from those principles which we then 


supported in common—lI have not learned the | 


fact. 

When I met him again, I recognized him as 
standing upon the compromise measures of 1850 
—those measures adopted under the lead and sup- 
ported by the eloquence of the immortal states- 
man of Kentucky, to whom my worthy colleague 
[Mr. Carnurners] has so eloquently referred. 
Elected here, sir, as a Whig, professing the prin- 


ciples of the Whig party, I felt called upon, in | 


my choice for Speaker, to vote as nearly as I 
could in accordance with the principles of that 
party; and in casting about me to ascertain for 
whom I should vote—to see who would come the 
nearest in his position to the principles which I 


professed—I recognized the distinguished gen- | 


tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Humpnrey Mar- 
sHALL,] and the distinguished gentleman for 
whom | have been voting for the last eighty or 
ninety votes for Speaker, as the friends and sup- 


porters of Whig principles and measures. I found | 


them in the Thirty-Second Congress, standing 
upon the true national platform so far as the com- 
promise measures of 1850 were concerned, con- 
tending for those measures as ‘‘ a final settlement, 
in principle and substance,’’ of the slavery ques- 
tion in the States and Territories, as well as for 
internal improvements and the other wise and 
conservative measures of which the Whig party 
were the advocates. 
I felt myself justified in casting my votes for these 
gentlemen, and I did so cheerfully. But it has 
been intimated, that perhaps the distinguished 
gentleman from Pennsylvania may not occupy a 
sound position upon the important question on 
which the good people of my State and my dis- 
trict feel so deep an interest—the slavery ques- 
lion. 

Now, Mr. Clerk, I care not what position that 


Under these circumstances, | 


last Congress. 
A bill to organize the Territory of Nebraska, 
modeled after the Utah and New Mexico bills of 
1850, was introduced, during the Thirty-Second 

| Congress, by my then colleague from the St, 
Joseph district, [Mr. Haxt,] passed this body, 
| and received here and in the Senate the sanction 
and support of the entire delegation from Missouri. 

| I repeat, that the opinion that the unexpected and 
uncalled-for effort to repeal the * Missouri com- 
promise’’ would revive the slavery agitation with 
renewed ficrceness, which I hon 


and 





stiy entertained 
frankly expressed, was held and expressed 
) } 
by many distinguished national statesmen of both 
} ¢ . . * 4 
the great parties, among them the distinguished 
Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass.] It will be 
seen, by referring to the speech made by him 
during the pendency of the Kansas and Nebraska 
controversy, that he expressed his di ep regret 
that any motion should have been made to repeal 
the Missouri compromise act, saying that at the 
time that it was passed, it gave peace and quiet 
to the country; and that all useful and beneficial 
objects could have been accomplished without its 
repeal. I will refer to that speech, for I well re- 
member it. He uses this language: 

“Mr. President, [ have not withheld the expression of 
my regret elsewhere, nor shall | withhold it here, that this 
question of repeal of the Missouri compromise, which 
opens all the disputed points connected with the subject of 
congressional action upon slavery in the Territories of the 
United States, has been brought before us. 1 do not think 
the practical advantages to result from the measure will 
outweigh the injury which the if-feeling fated to accompany 
the diseussion of this subject fhrough the country, is sure 
to produce. And I was confirmed im this impression from 
what was said by the Scnator from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones, } 
by the Senators from Kentucky, [Mr. Dixon,] and from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Badger.] and also by the remarks 

t e 

Which feil from the Senator from Vriginia, [Mr. Hunter,} 
and in which [ fully coneur, that the South will never re 

ceive any benefit from this measure, so far as respects the 
extension of slavery; for legislate as we may, no hun 
power can establish it in the regions detined by these bills. 
And such were the sentiments of two eminent patriots to 
whose exertions we are greatly indebted for the satisiactory 
termination of the difficulties of 1850, and who have since 
passed from their labors, and | trust to their reward. ‘Thus 
believing, | should have been better content had the whole 
subject been left as it was by the bill when first introduced 
by the Senator from Illinois, without any provision regard 
ing the Missouri compromise. lam aware that it was re 

ported that Lintended to propose the repeal of that measure, 
but it was an error. My intentions were wholly misundet 

stood. 
thus resuscitate a deed of conciliation which had done its 
work, and done it well, and which was hallowed by patriot 

ism, by success, and by its association with great names 
now transferred to history. It belonged to a past genera 

tion; andin the midst ofa political tempest which appalled 
the wisest and firmestin the land, it had said to the waves 
ofagitation, Peace, be still, and they became still. It would 
have been better in my opinion not to disturb its sluinber, 
as all useful and practical objects could have been attained 
without it. But the question is here without my agency.” 
Delivered February 20, 1854. 

When I saw it, though I differed from that 
distinguished gentleman on many questions of 
public policy, I yielded my hearty assent to the 
views which he expressed, and, in the canvass 
which resulted in my election, declared them to 









|| be sentiments worthy of a patriot and a states- 


gentleman, or any gentleman here,may have oc- | 


cupied during the last Congress in regard to the 
repeal of the Missouri compromise as a part and 
ae of the Kansas and Nebraska bill. It is well 
“nown to the country that a great many most 
distinguished and patriotic statesmen, belonging 
to both the great parties of the country—the 
Whig and the Democratic party—believed that 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise was an 
injudicious measure; that it was not demantled 
y public opinion, as uttered through the public 
press, by the Legislative Assemblies in any of 
the States, or by the people in their primary as- 
emblies, or otherwise; that it was calculated to 
Violate an important principle of both the two 
great parties, as declared by their platforms laid 
down at their Baltimore conventions of 1852, 
Which was, that the slavery agitation should be 


man. I was for standing by the compromise of 


|| 1850 as a “final settlement’’ of the slavery ques- 


| tion, and opposed to taking any step that would, 
| inits nature and consequences, have the effect of 
reviving the slavery agitation. It was predicted 
that the repeal of the Missouri compromise would 
have the effect of reopening the slavery agitation, 
as such procedure was in violation of the plat- 
form of the Whig party, to which I belong, and 
of the Democratic party, and was entirely un- 
| necessary for any practical or useful end what- 
| ever. 

| The CLERK. The gentleman’s time has ex- 
|pired. [Cries of ‘Go on!’’} If there is no 
objection, the gentleman will proceed with his 
remarks. 

There was no objection. 


the expression of my opinion on the subject at 
the time the first movement was made in the 
Senate of the United States, during the pendency 
of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. 1 believe 
Judge Dovexas took the true ground in his first 


nally setiled by the compromise measures of || report. It was that of opposition to introducing 








Mr. PORTER. Mr. Clerk, I was decided in | 


I had no design whatever to take such a step, and | 


that | 
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any new principle in regard to territorial organ. 
ization, and a firm adherence to the principles 
established by the compromise measures of 1850, 
I believe the principles of that report are correct, 








but that the departure from those principk s, by 
the feature which sought to intermeddle with or 
disturb the legislation of 1820, was, as I said, 
injudicious and uncalled for by the public senti- 
ment at the South; that it was unexpected by 
the people everywhere, and calculated, in its very 
nature and inevitable tendency, to reopen the 
slavery agitation, and do a thousand-fold more 
mischi f than the r ye al of the restriction would 
do good to any section, North or South. 

But that bill was introduced and passed by 
the Senate, with the r peal of the Missouri com- 
promuse init. It came to If I reeol- 
lect right, the opportunity of making any amend- 
ments the bill was virtually denied by the 
arliamentary tactics resorted to in the House 
f I had been a member, and had had the opper- 
tunity, | would have proposed the amendment of 


this body. 


to 


the bill, so as to make its provisions conform to 
the Utah and New Mexico acts—as it did when 
frst reported in the Senate—so that it would 
have been silent on the question of the existence 


or non-existence of slavery therein by law: leay- 
ing, to use the language of the President's last 
message **the dormant letter of the statute’ as 


it was left by our fathers of 1820, amone whom 
was the illustrious and Jamented Clay, whom my 
eloquent colleague [Mr. Caroruenrs] so properly 
characterizes as the gréat champion of the Whig 
party. If L had fatled.to have the provisions of 
the bill conform to those of the Utah and New 
Mexico bill, ] would have voted, as my collearues 
now here did, for the Kansas-Nebraska bill, 
notwithstanding what I regarded to be an inex- 
pedient and objectionable feature in it; becausé 
as a western man, interested in the prosperity of 
the great West and of our common country, I 
felt that the speedy organization of those ‘Terri- 
tories, lyin ron our western borders, was a matter 
of strict ju 
was calcul 


tice to Missouri; was a matter which 
ed to confer immense benefits and ad- 
vantages not only on Missouri, Arkansas, and 
Iowa, and the entire tier of western States, but 
on the entire Union—especially in view of the 
fact that it had a direct and necessary connection 
with the ss of a national measure, 
the * Pacific railroad,’’ then projected, 
and which was an important question then ex- 
citing the attention of our ablest statesmen, of 
the American people, and of the Government of 
the United States. 

On the same principle that I opposed the re- 
opening of the slavery agitation, which unhappily 
took place on the passage of the Kansas-Nebras- 
ka bill from the cause above adverted to, some of 
the bitter fruits of which we are at this time tast- 
ing, | would now oppose any attempt to amend, 
or modify; or change the Kansas and Nebraska 
act. Lam opposed to slavery agitation. I believe 
it to be the createst and most portentous evil of our 
Republic... I believe it to be one of the most fruit- 
ful sourcys of mischief to our common country, 
and of dativer to our glorious Union. I am there- 
fore oppo ed, as is my honorable friend from 
Pennsylvwenia, [Mr. Futier,] to any attempt to 
modify or change that bill, and thus revive, as 
might be-she case, and increase, to an indefinite 
extent, th’: agitation of the slavery questien. In 
the sentiments expressed by the distinguished 


succes great 


Cr hira 


| gentlemar from Pennsylvania [Mr. Futter] I 


| allay 


fully and cordially concur, to the extent of oppo- 
sition to ¢ avery agitation; and, like him, | would 
vote against the restoration of the Missouri com- 
promise ‘rcstriction. 

That is the position of the gentleman from Penn 
sylvania, as he publicly and solemnly avows 
it. While originally opposed in good faith to 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise restric- 
tion, like the distinguished Senator I have quoted, 
and many other bold and true and conservative 
statesmen, whose speeches I could quote if time 
allowed,—like them, he is opposed to any attempt 
to reinstate that compromise. Let the legislation 
of 1854 stand, as the legislation of 1820 and 1850 
ought to have stood, for weal or for woe. Let 
the bitter sectional strife which now rages in 
our ccuuiry, and manifests itself in the hails of 
legisl:%an, to the impediment of the public busi- 
ness gaeothe reproach of our free institutions, be 
. Let peace once more be restored to our 
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borders, as it was prior to the legislation of 1854. 
And when it is restored, sir, let a monument, like 
that of the fabled god ‘ Terminus,” be erected 
to peace, between the two great sections of the 
Union, “ never to be thrown down!”’ Let there 
be no revival or increase of sectional jcalousies! 
Let there reign an eternal peace between the 
members of éur great American family of States! 

This is what the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{my friend Mr. Futier;] in substance, most elo- 
quently and feelingly says. I care not what his 
antecedents may have been. He may have been 
opposed to the repeal of the Missouri compro- 
mise; but that is a thing now numbered among 
the things that were. What statesmen have to 
do with, and what it behooves them to attend to, 
is the present and the future. I believe him to be 
an honorable and a reliable man—a man who 
will stand firmly to his avowed principles. When 
he tells me that if a bill were introduced for the 
restoration of the Missouri compromise, he would 
vote against it because he is oppose d to reviving 
or continuing the slavery agitation, then I can 
say to him, that for all practical purposes, he and 
[, as well’as he and my worthy colleagues, are 
together on that subject. | am opposed to any 
agitation for a-restoration of the Missouri com- 
promise; and we are practically, therefore, upon 
the same ground, so faras that is concerned. 
The gentleman may have regretted, as I regretted, 
the movement that resulted in the repeal of that 
measure, which had the sanction of the illus- 
trious Clay and of the great men of the South 
in 1820, and that restoredjpeace to a distracted 
country, and saved the Union, (as was then be- 
lieved by the great men of the South,) which 
was imperiled by the slavery agitation of that 
period. 

But, Mr. Clerk, the great practical question at 
last in regard to the Kansas-Nebraska bill is this: 
in a very short time, probably before another 
Congress shall be elected and convened, Kansas 
will have the requisite population ta entitle her 
to admission into this Union. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania declares that he would admit 
her into the Union without regard to the ques- 
tion whether she has slavery in her constitution 
or not. Upon that great practical issue—the only 
practical one, 1 submit to this House, involved 
in this Kansas-Nebraska question—my colleague 
{Mr. Carutuers] himself admits that the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania occupies sound and 
proper ground, and he ** thanks him”? for declar- 
ing himself in favor of that great republican prin- 
ciple which is dear to me, as it ought to be dear 
to every friend of the Union. Then, for all prac- 
tical purposes, although a northern man, like the 
distinguished gentleman from Illinois, | Mr. Ricu- 
arpson,| he stands upon the broad basis of the 
Constitution, guarantying to all the Territories 
of this Union the right to come into the Union 
when they have the requisite population, upon 
the simple condition that they have republican 
constitutions, and apply for admission with such 


consututions, without regard to whether they 


have one kind of domestic institutions or an- 
other, that being a question to be settled by the 
people of the Territory and by them alone. As 
the gentleman from > 


’ennsylvania stands upon | 


. . . | 
that great principle, and is as sound upon that 


question as any other member upon this floor, I 
should consider that I was acting ungratefully to 
him, and unjustly to my own section, if I were to 
withhold my support from him because, in some 
of his opinions and views in regard to the ab- 
stract question of slavery, he differed from my- 
self or from a majority of the people of my sec- 
uon. I should ssauider that I was dealing most 
unjustly by him and by that section. He is 
entitled to credit and gratitude instead of being 
censured for daring, in the face of any fanatical 
prejudice that may exist, if any, in his own dis- 
trict, in relation to slavery, to come up boldly and 
manfully and take his stand in favdr of the con- 
sututional rights of the South involved in this 
question, And, sir, after the gentleman from 

“ennsylvania made this frank and manly declara- 
tion of his a oe declaration which, for 
all practical purposes, placed him on ground as 
high, as reliable and tenable as is occupied by 
any southern Representative upon this floor—the 
organ of the Administration, to which I stand 
opposed upon this floor, the Washington Union, 
indorsed the gentleman’s doctrines, and pro- 
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i views. 


| not ask me to do it. 


nounced him, in substance, sound upon the ques- 
tion of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. 
Sir, as was very properly said b 


one of my 
colleagues, whe first addressed the 


Touse, [Mr. 


Kennett,] I have no unfriendly feeling towards | 


the distinguished gentleman who is the nominee 
of the Democrats. He is my neighbor, and a 


nearer neighbor to me than he is to my colleague. 
I know him well. I had the honor of serving with |! 


him in the Thirty-Second Congress. [esteem him 
as a gentleman and astatesman of large and liberal 
He isa western man in his sentiments 
and principles; and, if | am correctly informed in 
regard to his former course, is in favor of that great 


Whig measure—the improvement of rivers and | 
He stands | 


harbors by the General Government. 
upon the same ground as Mr.-FuL_er upon that 
question. If I felt at liberty to choose a Speaker 
out of the Democratic party, I should prefer him 
toany other Demoeratupon this floor; butinmany 
views of public policy I differ with that gentle- 
man. He is a supporter of this Administration, 


and was put forward-as such, as I understand. | 


I was elected to this House as a national Whig, 
and as an opponent of the present Administration 
of the Federal Government. 

I, consistently with my duty to my constituents 
who sent me here as the Representative of a dis- 
trict which is strongly Whig—having a Whig 
majority of from seven hundred to one thousand, 
aa myself elected by some twelve hundred and 
eighty majority against a distinguished Adminis- 
tration Democrat—how could I,in justice to my- 


man, come here and cast my vote, from first to 





Then, sir, howcan | 
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| 
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But, Mr. Clerk, whatever change may take 
place in its organization, however many ma 





prove recreant to the organization or Principles 
of that party, the great principles and measures 
of that party still remain and ‘*still live,” and | 
trust wu: live forever; for, sir, they are sacred 
to the cause of constitutional fitedom, and the 
purity and success of our representative System 
of Government. In casting my suffrage for asgpir. 
ants for political station, who have contro! of 
political power here or elsewhere, I shall cast jt 
for those who most strongly and most sincerely 
believe in, and faithfully practice, the doctrings 
and principles of the Whig party. In pursuance 
of that determination, I have cast my votes for 
the distinguished gentleman from Pennsylvania 
as an advocate of those principles and doc. 
trines—as one who is still true to them in their 
whole length and breadth. I shall cast my vote 
for him, because I know him to be an able, ap 
honorable man, and one competent for the posi- 
tion to which I desire to see him elected. 

I have said, Mr. Clerk, all I intended to say in 
explanation of the course which I have taken, | 
vote for Mr. Futxer, because his position on the 
slavery question is sound, national, and conserva. 
tive; because he is a Whig in his principles, and 
views of public policy; and I vote against Mr, 

ticHARDSON because he is a Democrat, a warm 


| supporter of the present Administration, and be- 


cause some of his views and principles of public 
policy, as well as his party affinities, differ from 


| my own. 
self and to my constituents, andasatrue and just || 


last, for the candidate of the Administration party || 


upon this floor? 

Under certain circumstances, I might be in- 
duced to vote for the gentleman from Illinois. I 
might vote for him in opposition to a man who is 
opposed to the admission of Kansas into the 
Union with a constitution recognizing slavery if 
she chooses to form such a constitution; I micht 
do it in opposition to a man in favor of contin- 
uing the agitation of the slavery question for the 
pare of restoring the Missouri compromise. 

might vote for him in opposition to a man hold- 
ing those views and sentiments. I might have 


voted, and would cheerfully have voted for the | 


The call of the roll was then completed, and 
the result announced as above recorded. 

Mr. MeMULLIN, (at nine o’clock p. m.) 
I move that the Ffouse do now adjourn, and upon 


| that I demand the yeas and nays. 


gentleman from Illinois in such an alternative, if | 


i had been reduced to that alternative, but I have 
not yet been reduced to it. 


that I can defeat Mr. Banks, or any nominee of 
the Republican caucus entertaining similar views, 
1 will as cheerfully as any man upon this floor 
vote for Mr. 


hold mostdear. But that alternative is not before 
All the votes which the friends of Mr. Fut- 
LER now voting for him, as all of us know, could 
cast for Mr. Ricuarpson would not elect him, 


us. 


and, therefore, in voting for him now, or at any | 


time since we met, | should simply be placing 


myself in the attitude of coming here as &@ Whiz, || 
and an opponent of the Administration—elected | 
as such in August, 1854—and casting my vote | 
without attaining any practical end for a Demo- | 


Ido 


cratand a supporter of the Administration. 


not choose toinvolve myself in such an inconsist- || 


ency as that. And 1 know my generous and 
enlightened constituents do not expect, and would 
That is my justification, 
and I consider it a full and complete justification 
in regard to my course upon this matter, 
Gentlemen -have said that the Whig party, as a 


arty; is dead. It may be so in some localities, 
ut Lassure gentlemen that the Whig party of the 


| State which I. have the honor, in part, to repre- 
| sent, has not hauled down its time-honored and 


glorious flag—that flag which, in times past, has 
been borne aloft by a host of illustrious statesmen 
who from time to time have shed luster on our 
annals. I say that flag is not pulled down, butis 
yet floating in the breeze, and so long as | find it 
floating, with the great national, patriotic, con- 
servative principles of the Whigs of 1840, ’44, 
*48, and °52 inscribed upon it, though some of its 
stars may be ‘* erased,’’ and some of its “‘ stripes”’ 
be “ polluted,’’I shall still be found rallying under 
its ‘ample folds.” 


When my colleague, | 


or any other gentleman, can demonstrate to me | 


LICHARDSON for the purpose of de- | 
feating a man entertaining those views and senti- | 
ments, because I believe them to be in violation | 
of the Constitution of my country, of the peace | 
of the States, and of all the interests we ought to | 





| obvious to gentlemen here 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I demand tellers upon the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ofdered; and Messrs. Kyreur and 
Maxwe tu were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers 
reported, ayes 25, noes 121. So the yeas and 


| nays were not ordered. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. I move that when the 
Elouse adjourns, it adjourn until Saturday at 
twelve o’clook, m. Uponthat I demand the yeas 
and nays, and call for tellers upon the yeas and 
nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ernerwce 
and THoringTon were appointed. 

The House was divided, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 20, noes 110. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Eruer- 
IDGE’s motion to adjourn over; and it was not 
agreed to. 

[Loud cries of * Call the roll !’’} 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Clerk, it must be very 





Mr. ENGLISH, ‘(interrupting.) I rise to a 
question of order. What question is the gentle- 
man from Virginia speaking to? 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I move to rescind that un- 
constitutional and unnecessary resolution, limit- 
ing debate to ten minutes: and on that question! 
ask to be heard. Mr. Clerk, I need not say to this 
House that I am in favor of an organization, if it 
can be effected to-night, or at any other period, 
on fair and equitable and just terms. 

But, sir, the House has indulged some gentle- 
men here to-night, in speaking not only ten min- 
utes, but twenty, thirty, and some almost an 
hour; while it hi refused to other gentlemen 
that privilege. I submit, therefore, whether gen- 
tlemen should not, in justice to themselves, re- 
peal that unnecessary and useless ten-minute rule. 
If we are to have electioneering speeches, such 
as we have had here to-night, having reference 
to the approaching presidential election, I sub- 
mit to gentlemen whether it is not better to repeal 
thatsrule, and let us go to work in good faith, 


| and make speeches with a view to the next pres- 


idential election. I ask the attgption of gentle- 
men of the House to the fact that, while the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Tanrsorrj]—a ge- 
tleman here for the first time—proposed to address 
the House for the first time this session, he was 
voted down under this ten-minute rule, and the 
House refused to let him go on. And yet, there- 
after,ggentlemen were permitted to speak for 
twenty, thirty, and some forty minutes. I sub- 
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mit, . 
ently in the matter. I voted for that ten-minute 


rule, and now I am ready to vote against it. 

[| submit the motion, therefore, to rescind that 
rule, not for the purpose of consuming time, but { 
do so in good faith, hoping that the House will 
take the same view of the matter as I do. I have 
so much respect for the honorable gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Quirman] who made the mo- 
tion to establish this rule, that I absolutely, in’ 
opposition to my own better judgment, was in- 
duced to go with that gentleman. I hope that 
the distinguished gentleman who submitted the 
sroposition in good faith, for the purpose of 
effecting the organization of the House, will, now 
that he sees the rule disregarded and ridden over | 
by the House, go with me in the effort to rescind | 
the rule, so as to give every man who desires to 
be heard a fair chance to be heard, without the | 
necessity of throwing himself on the courtesy of | 
the House. 

| again appeal to the Democracy. I want the 
Democracy to tell me what they are to effect for 
themselves, for the Democratic party, and for the 
country, by this extraordinary system of bad 
legislation. I ask them, what are they to effect? | 
In all my experience in legislation, I have never 
before seen such a course resorted to by gentle- 
men who go for the largest possible liberty of 
debate. We are not only gagged by the ten- | 
minute rule, but gentlemen are now endeavoring 
to starve us into action at variance with the prin- 
ciples of the Democratic party. 

I hope, sir, that the gentleman who introduced 
this ten-minute rule will—now that it has been 
so repeatedly violated—vote with me for its re- 
scinding. [want to have a vote on my motion 
to rescind, and on’that motion I should like to 
have the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I move to lay the mo- | 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia upon the 
table. | 

Mr. McMULLIN. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon that, and tellers upon the yeas and 
nays. | 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Keirt and 
Norton were appointed. 

The question was put; and the tellers reported— | 
ayes 14, noes 92. 

So (one fifth not having voted in the affirma- | 
tive) the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question then recurred upon the motion 
to lay on the table, and, being taken, was carried 

| 
| 


in the affirmative. 

So the motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I move that the House 
do now adjourn, and demand the yeas and nays | 
upon the motion. 

Mr. PELTON. 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Petron and 
Wixs.ow were appointed. | 

The question was put; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 21, noes 104. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. I demand tellers on the 
motion to adjourn. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Savac‘e, and 
Wasupurn of Maine, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn, the tellers having reported—ayes 30, 
noes 96. 

[Loud cries of ** Call the roll !’’} 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky, obtained the 


oor. 


The CLERK. Mr. Armen. 

Mr. AIKEN. Mr. Ricnarpson. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky. I move that 
when the House adjourns to-day, it be to meet on 
Saturday next, 

Mr. NORTON. I rise to a question of order. 

here was a response; and during the call of the 
roll, | maintain that the gentleman from Kentucky 
has no right to move an adjournment over. 

The CLERK. The response was not heard 
at the Clerk’s desk; but the gentleman from | 
Kentucky had the floor before the call of the roll 
was commenced. ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I demand the yeas and | 
“Te on my motion. 

r. ETHERIDGE. And I demand tellers on 
the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Lake and | 
Sarr were appointed. 


I demand tellers upon the 
















in order to make these motions to adjourn in i 
rapid succession ? i} 
he CLERK. There is nothing in the Con- || 
stitution to prevent the repetition of the motion || 
to adjourn. H 
The tellers reported seventeen as voting that || 
the yeas and nays be ordered. 

Mr. TODD. [rise toa question of order. One 
fifth of a quorum is necessary to order the yeas 
and nays, and seventeen is not one fifth of a quo- 
rum; therefore the yeas and nays are not ordered, 
and there is no necessity for continuing the count. 

The CLERK. Under the Constitution, one 
fifth of a quorum is not required to order the yeas 
and nays, but one fifth of those present. 

The question was taken, and the yeas and nays || 
were not ordered; the tellers having reported— 
ayes 17, noes 104. 

The question was then taken, and the motion || 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
call of the House. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I demand the yeas and 
nays, and tellers on the yeas and nays. 

The Clerk appointed Messrs. Morgan anc 
BarksDALE to act as tellers. 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 11, noes 90. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I call for tellers on the 
motion. 

The Clerk appointed the same gentlemen tellers. 

The question was taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 10, noes 86. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. BOWIE moved to rescind the ten-minute 
rule, and addressed the House at some length. 
He has withheld his remarks for revision. [They 
will appear in the Appendix.] 

Mr. B. having concluded— ; 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn; and upon that I ask the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER 
and Cumpack were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 25, noes 102. 

So the yeas and nays were refused, not one 
fifth voting in favor thereof. 

The question was then put upon the motion to 
adjourn, and it was decided in the negative. 

he question then recurred upon the motion of 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Bowie] to 
rescind the ten-minute rule; and, being put, it was 
decided in the negative. 

Mr. SNEED. I move that the House do now 
adjourn, and upon that I demand the yeas and 


I move that there be a 


I demand tellers upon the 


| 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wricurt, of 
Tennessee, and PrinGLe were appointed. 


ed—ayes 47; more than one fifth of a quorum. 
So the yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
36, nays 159; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Bell, Boyce, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Caruthers, Cox, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, Henry M. Fuller, Harrison, 
Keitt, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Me- 
Mullin, McQueen, Millson, Millward, Moore, Orr, Paine, 
Porter, Ready, Savage, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, 
Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—36. 


clay, Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bocock, Bowie, Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Brooks, Buf- 
fington, Burlingame, Burnett, Cadwalader, James H. Camp- 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Chaffee, Clawson, Cling- | 
man, Howell Cobb, Williamson k. W. Cobb, Colfax, Com- 

ins, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, 
Day, Dean, Denver, De Witt, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, 
Dunn, Durfee, Edmundson, Emrie, English, Faulkner, | 
Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Gid- | 


dings, Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, 
Robert B. Hall, Hartan, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Herbert; Hickman, 
Hoffman, Holloway, T. R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, 
Houston, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Leiter, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, Max- 
well, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oli- 

ver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Pen- 


nington, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, |! 


Quitman, Reade, Ricaud, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Ruffin, | 
Rust, Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Sim 
mons, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, 


nays. 
Mr. MORGAN. Icall for tellers. 1} 


The House was divided; and the tellers report- || 


NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Banks, Barbour, Bar- || 


Sal 
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therefore, that gentlemen should act consist- || Mr. NORTON. I would inquire whether it is || Talbott,Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Traf- 


ton, Tyson, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Wast- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Welch, Wil- 
liams, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. 
Wright, and John V. Wright—159. 


Pending.the call of the roll, 
Mr. DAVIDSON (when his name was called) 


|| said: Before I vote, Mr. Clerk, I ask to be in- 


formed how many votes Mr. Ricnarpson had on 
the last ballot? : 

The CLERK. Sixty-seven. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Well, then, as thatis seven 
votes short of the vote given by the Democratic 
party—the immortal seventy-four—and as it is 
well understood by those who know me that there. 
is no better party ‘man living than | am, that I go 
to caucuses and abide by caucuses—I consider 
that, on this occasion, it isnecessary that I should 


| give the reason why I vote in favor of adjourn - 


ing. 

Members of my party have gone into caucus, 
and determined to remain here during the night, 
and to-morrow, and to an indefinite time, so as 
to effect the election of a Speaker. After doing 
that, some seven of them have paired off—taken a 
comfortable way of voting—instead of remaining 
here, with a view of selving the problem, or 
whether aman may be forced, by physical ability 
or inability, to detérmine that which the mind will 
not authorize them to determine. AsI have been 
always opposed to tests in physical ability of 
inability, and as I desire to be placed fair with 
all those gentlemen of my party, and finding that 
no combination of cir@umstances on God’s earth 
would induce me for a moment to vote for any 


|} man but Mr. Rrewarpson, and feeline that every 


other honorable gentleman of this House is actu 
ated by at least as equally honorable sentiments 
as | am—aside from fanaticism—I do not sup 
pose that, after eleven o’clock, any election of 
Speaker can be effected I shall therefore vote for 
the adjournment, and assume the responsibility 
of so voting. 
Mr. SNEED. My colleague, Mr. Smrra, of 
Tennessee, being unwell, has paired off with 
Mr. Rircnuie, of Rennsylvania, and has desired 
| me to say so, in the event of another call of the 
roll. ‘ 
After the announcement of the vote, there were 
| loud cries of ** Call the roll!”’ 
Mr. SNEED. I hold in my hand, Mr. Clerk, 
a resolution which it has been my purpose, for 
| some three or four weeks past, to offer to the 
serious consideration of this House. T should 
| have preferred that some gentleman of experience 
here had offered this resolution, at whose pre- 
sentation it would be more likely to have met 
with a favorable result; but it seems that no other 
gentleman will press seriously the resolution. 
Xefore declaring what this resolution is, | will 
say that I desire not to trespass on the indulgence 
of the House, nor do l ask the favor of being 
| heard beyond the rule. But upon some suitable 
| occasion—and an early one, I hope—it is my de- 
sire to speak in response to at least two addresses 


|| which have been made reflecting npon the Amer- 


| ican party. I mean the speeches of the Hon. 
| Hower Coss, of Georgia, and of my colleague, 
|Mr. Smirn. With these parenthetical remarks 
| as to my intentions, I desire to say that I have 
| thought all along—since the contest has been 
| shown to be a continuous one, and likely to be 
|a bitter and violent one—that the dignities and 
proprieties of the House of Representatives ought 
to be presided over by a member of our own body 
—by a gentleman who had received the popular 
sanction to be here. And I think, sir, that the 


'| scenes to-day, on more than one occasion, should 


have carried this conclusion to every gentleman 
who consults his own respectability as a part of 
this constituent assembly. A gentleman from 
among ourselves presiding here would be respeet- 
ed mgre, in the first place; and in the next place, 
woul ini the rights which I desire to see exer- 
cised over this House. 

With these remarks, and with the additional one 
that the promptness of my own will would, at an 
earlier period of our meeting, have induced me to 
select an ex-official to preside over this House, I 
will say that as things have transpired here, and 
| as a name has been presented of a gentleman who 
is, I am sure, eminently fitted to preside over this 
House, I will not stop to inquire whether that 
gentleman agrees with me in politics, or whether 
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he has not even offered insult to the Order of 
which Lavow myself, with pride, a member. The 
selection of a name different from the one which 
was selected when the subject was up before 
might seem invidious, and 1 do not wish to lay 
myself open to that charge. I therefore move that 
James L. Onn, of South Carolina, be requested 
to preside as temporary Chairman until a Speaker 
be elected; and on that proposition I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. COLFAX. Tf move a substitute for that: 
strike out all after the word “ resolved,’’ and 
insert the following: 

That Messrs. Banks, Ricnarpson, and Fu.er be in- 
vited to preside temporarily as,Chairmen of this House, as 
they may mutually agree, until a Speaker be elected. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL, (at eleven 

.m.) I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. SNEED. What would be the position of 
the question, if I call for the previous question? 
W ould it be to eut off allamendments, and bring 
the House to a vote on my motion? 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Tennes- 
see [Mr. Sneep] will bear in mind, that after the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from In- 
diana, [Mr. Cotrax,] the gentleman from Maine 
{Mr. Wasusurn] moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. That is the motion now before 
the House. 

Mr. PAINE. 
yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PAINE. I wish to ask whether, if this 
résolution is laid upon the table, it will be in order 
to ask a division of the question upon the amend- 
ment, so that the question shall be first taken upon 
sitiking out? 

Mr. SNEED. If the gentleman from North 
Carolina wul allow me, I will relieve the gentle- 
man and the House from any difficulty that my 
resolution may have involved them in; t withdraw 
the resolution. [Cries of ‘* Call the roll!’’] 

Mr. PAINE. I submit the following resolu- 
tion for the consideration of the House; and I 
hope it will be adopted: 


I move to lay 


On that motion I call for the 


Resolved, That, until Saturday next at twelve o'clock, 
m., nO motion to adjourn, or to take a recess, shall be in 
order, unless a Speaker shall, before that time, be elected. 


Now, sir, I desire to say that no member of 
this House is less disposed than I am to do any- 
thing that would be unpleasant to a single indi- 
vidual here. But it seems that one party here is 
determined that an adjournment shall not take 

ace i} a Sneaker has been electe Per tur 
place until a Speaker has been elected. By two 
successive trials, a large majority of the House 


have shown that opposition to an adjournment. | 
1 have therefore offered this resolution for the | 


purpose of cutting off these repeated motions to 
adjourn, when it is evident the House will not 
entertain or vote for them. 1 want to see the 
purpose carried out to its legitimate result. I did 
not come here with the expectation that any man, 
invested as a Representative of any portion of 
these United States, would be called on to go into 
an exhibition of physical ability; but it seems that 
we are to be put to that test. Now, I should like 
to know, in order that I may make up my mind 
as to what lL have to endure, whether the intention 
is te be carried out in good faith. I therefore 
hope, if a majority of the House are opposed to 
an adjournment until a Speaker is elected, that 
they will act in good faith, and adopt the reso- 
lution, I submit the resolution, and call for the 
previous question upon it. 

Mr. BOCOCK. would suggest to the gen- 
tleman that he include in his resolution the prop- 
osition that no motion to take a recess shall be in 
order. 

Mr. PAINE. 

Mr. BOWIE. 
have the floor? 

The CLERK. No debate is in order while 
the motion for the previous question is pending. 

Mr. PAINE. Upon consultation with friends 
around me, I will for the present withdraw my 
resolution. 

Mr. SNEED, 
offered by me some minutes since, and demand 
the previous question upon it. \ 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
that resolution upon the table. 


That is in the resolution. 
Now, Mr. Clerk, I believe 1 


if 


| to adjourn. 
I move to lay || 
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Mr. SNEED. I have not yielded the floor. 


The CLERK. No debate is in order pending 
the call for ene question. 

{Much disorder and confusion prevailed in the 
Haill.] 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I call forthe yeas and nays 
upon laying the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. PECK. I rise to a question of order. I 
submit that itis not in order to move to lay the 
motion for the previous question upon the table. 

The CLERK. The efiect of the motion would 
be to carry the resolution with it to the table. 

Mr. BOWIE. I want to see this House or- 
ganized. [Laughter, and cries of ** Order!’’] I 
am discussing’a question of order. [Loud calls 
to order, and great confusion.] What is the ques- 
tion of order ? 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Maryland 
will allow the Clerk to say, that a motion has 
been made to lay the resolution upon the table, 
which motion is not debatable. The Clerk is 
entirely powerless to preserve order unléss gen- 
tlemen of the House will assist him. He appeals 
to the House to aid him in preserving order. The 
question is upon laying the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina upon the table, upon 
which the yeas and nays have been demanded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and the motion 
decided in the negative—yeas 100, nays 101; as 
follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Banks, Barbour, Hen- 
ry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell,Chatfee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cum- 
back, Davirell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick- 
son, Dodd, Dunn, Duriee, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Gallo- 
way, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Harrison, Hickman, Holioway, ‘Thomas R. Horton, 
Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Matteson, Mc- 
Carty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morriil, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Pearce, Pelton, 
Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Robbins, Rob- 
erts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Tiurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waidrcen, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne,. Ellihu B. Washburne, [Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, 
and Zollicoffer—100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
jocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwala- 
der, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Cling- 
man, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Cullen, 
Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Edmund- 





| son, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis,Faulkner, Florence, 


Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Barris, 


| Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, 


Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Lake, 
Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 
8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Millward, Moore, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Paine, 
Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, 
Rieaud, Richardson, Rivers, Ruitin, Rust, Sandidge,Savage, 
Scott, William R. Sinith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, 
Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Warner, 
Watkins, Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B, Wright, 
and John V. Wright—101. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. WADE stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Buss, in consequence of ill health, had paired off 


| with Mr. Henney 8. Benwert for the night. 


Mr. QUITMAN (when his name was Called) 


said: Before I give my vote, I desire to my that, 
| since the gentleman from Maryland {Mr. Bows} 


has exhausted almost every subject that has occu- 
pied the attention of the Hlouse since the session 
commenced, in connection with the election of 
Speaker, and since my friend from Virginia [Mr. 
MeMutu1y] has spoken fully upon the subject of 
the ten-minutes rule, | simply take occasion to 
say, that hereafter I shall call any gentleman to 
order who exceeds the ten minutes to which he 
is entitled under the rule. I shall call any man to 
order, whether friend or foe. [Cries of ‘ That’s 
right!’’ ** Good 4 I simply give this notice 
now, in order that | may not be considered guilty 
of partiality. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I demand the 


| yeas and nays on ordering the main question to 


I now renew the resolution || 


be now put. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I rise to a privileged 
question. I move that the House do now ad- 
journ. [Cries of ** No! no'’’] 


The question was taken, and the House refused 


The yeas and nays were ordered .on ordering 


|| the main question to be now put. 
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Mr. MEACHAM. Is the resolution Open to 
amendment ? 

The CLERK. It is not. 

Mr. MEACHAM. The previous question has 
not been ordered. 

The CLERK. It has been seconded; and the 
question is now on ordering the main question to 


be now put. 


_ The question was then put, and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 92, nays 106; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Bocock 
| Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, John 
P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howol} 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Davidson, Henry Win. 
| ter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Ethott, Engiish 
Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. Fuliey 
| Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Ha 
J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harris 
Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W’ 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lunpkiy 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Me’ 
Mutlin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore 
Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Paine, Peck, Phet!ps, Porter, Pow. 
ell, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Kichardson, Ruffin 
Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, 
Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Warner. 
Watkins, Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, 
and John V. Wright—9. To? 
NAYS —Messrs. Albright, Allison, Banks, Barbour, Hen- 
ry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bradshaw, Brenton 
Butfingion, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis p’ 
Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin 
Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, 
Etheridge, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, 
Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hickman, Holloway, Thom- 
as R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, 
Kelsey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Leiter, Matieson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Mor. 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oli. 
| ver, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purvianee, Reade, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, William R. Smith, Spin- 
ner, Stanton, Straniban, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, 
Todd, Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, Woodworth, and Zoilicoffer—106. 


" 
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So the House determined that the main ques- 
| tion should not be now put. 


Pending the call of the roll— 

Mr. COLFAX. Mr. Clerk, I desire to state, 
as I have the right to do, the reasons for my vote. 
I will occupy but a few moments. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will make the point of 
order that, in a proceeding under the previous 
question, no debate is in order. 

Mr. COLFAX. In answer to that point of 
order I will state that the honorable gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. Quitman] was allowed to 
speak in regard to a question which was not pend- 
ing, during a call of the roll on the recent mo- 
tion to lay on the table. 

The CLERK. It has been the usage to allow 
gentlemen to explain their votes during the call 
of the roll, and the gentleman will proceed with 
his remarks. 

Mr. COLFAX. Mr. Clerk, then, if I am in 
order, I desire to say a few words, not so much 
to the House as to the people who are anxiously 
watching every movement here. It became my 
duty, or at least I felt it to be so, a week since, 
when a proposition similar to the one now under 
consideration was introduced, to set forth what 
in my judgment would be the legitimate results 
of the adoption of that resolution by this body, 
and I predicted then that, if the gentleman from 
South Carolina was placed in the Chair tempo- 
rarily, he would be retained there permanently. 
The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Syeep) 
again presents the resolution this evening. He is 
a southern, or, as it is generally called, a ** twelfth 
section American.’’ I immediately proposed, as 
I did on a former occasion, an amendment, that 
the three gentlemen,who have been respectively 
voted for as candidates for the speakership should 
be invited to act as temporary chairmen, to pre. 
side alternately over our deliberations as the 
might mutually agree, until a Speaker was elected. 
This, in my opinion, was as magnanimous as 
could be claimed. It was a proposition from the 
majority to place the two minorities, whose 
united vote only equals ours, each upon an equal 
footing with the Republicans; and yet, by the 
sharp tactics of my friend from Tennessee, !t was 
refused, and no vote allowed to be taken upon!, 
he first withdrawing his resolution, which caused 
my amendment to fall with it, and then reofiering 
it, and calling the previous question before he took 
his seat, so as to cut off the unpalatable amend- 
ment. 
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~ What has passed in this Hall for the past few 
weeks, Mr. Clerk? There have been offered 
from this side of the House, at five several times, 
Jurality resolutions, as means by which this 
pntanglement might promptly be settled and an 
oreanization effected without sacrifice of prin- 
ciple by any one. Who were the members that 
yoted them down? Gentlemen say that they are 
not in alliance with the Democratic party 

Mr. SNEED, (interrupting.) If no other gen- 
tleman will, I will call the gentleman to order. I 
called for the previous question, and that, I 
think, cuts off all debate. 

Mr. COLFAX. Iam in order. I have but a 
few words to say, and I insist on my right to 
complete my remarks. _ : 

Mr. SNEED. 1 insist on my question of 

















der. 

O The CLERK. The practice of the House 
has been to allow gentlemen, during a vote, to 
explain their position, The Clerk submits the 
matter to the House for its decision. [Cries of 
“Call the roll!” ‘*Go on!” ‘* Hear him 
through !”’ 

Mr. COLFAX. Am I to understand that I 
am ruled out of order? 

The CLERK. The Clerk simply states that 
it has been the practice to permit gentlemen to 
explain their votes during the call of the roll. 

Mr. COLFAX. Then I will proceed. 

Mr. SNEED. I will say with great respect, 
that such has not been the practice on motions 
to adjourn, or on ordering the main question to 
be now put. 

The CLERK, It has been indulged on mo- | 
tions to lay on the table, and also on motions to 
adjourn. {Cries of ‘‘Go ahead, then!’’] 

Mr. COLFAX. I will now proceed with my 
emarks. We have offered a plurality resolution 
time after time on this side of the House—the 
same kind of a resolution under which the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Coss] | 
was elected Speaker of the House. Though | 
that plurality rule once inured to the advantage 
of the Democratic party, a change has now come 
‘‘o’er the spirit of their dream,” and it is now 
bitterly opposed by that same party. Again, 
while they profess a holy horror tor those whom 
they call Know Nothings, yet, sir, they exhibit 
no tenderness of conscience, no coy reluctance, 
when striking palms with them with a view to 
make war against a foe which seems common to 
both, which is pledged and resolved to use every | 
exertion to prevent the extension of slavery, and 
which regards the great issue of freedom as 
nomen to all others. The alliance of the 
Jemocracy and the southern Know Nothings on 
the votes against the plurality resolutions, which 
would have organized this House in an hour, and 
also on the resolution now pending before us, is 
as perfect as that between England and France. 
Although they may talk of the hereditary hates 
of the past, yet, in act and deed, they are now in 
offensive and defensive alliance. So, in act, and 
vote, and deed, do these minorities war, shoulder 
to shoulder, against the Republicans. What a 
spectacle is presented tous! The gentleman from 
lilinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,] the chosen champion 
of the Administration members, voting with the | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fu.er,] the 
chosen champion of the national Americans; the 
Democrats and the twelfth-section Know Noth- 
ings side by side! We see the good-natured gen- 
tleman from Philadelphia [Mr. SLonaenn) voting 
most cordially on this resolution and the plurality 
rule with those whom he has called ‘* Church- 
burners.’? We see the gentleman from Phila- 
delphia, his colleague, [Mr. CapwaLabeR, ] voting 
with those whom he says are guilty of rapine 
and of almost every other crime in the ealendar. } 
And se on through the whole roll-call, we see 
the gentlemen who engaged with so much anni- | 
mation in a battle of words making the same 
record in their votes on all the resolutions which 
look towards the organization of the House. 

The proposition was offered by Mr. Sweep, a 
twelfth-section Know Nothing, that Mr. One | 
should be selected as chairman to preside over 





our deliberations until a Speaker was elected. 
To that I proposed an amendment, that the three | 
Principal candidates for the speakership should 
preside temporarily, each in his turn. ‘The gen- | 
teman from Tennessee, in order to get rid of that 
amendment, withdrew his proposition, and with |. 
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| end of the session. 


fell. Immediately afterwards the proposition 
was renewed by him, and the previous question 
called on it before he took his seat, so that all 
vossibility of amendment was cut off. We all 
cae very well, that if we vote for six weeks 


| longer, and are then unable to elect a Speaker, it 


would be easy to force the gentlemen whose votes 
will place Mr. Orr temporarily in the chair, into 


|a supposed necessity which will justify them, 


though it will not justify any on this side of the 
House, in continuing the gentleman from South 


| Carolina [Mr. Orr] in that position permanently. | 
| have indeed been told by distinguished men of 

his own party, and I state, in contirmation of my 

| prediction the other day, that if once put in the 


chair they would insure that he could not be 


| ousted, but that he would remain there until the 
After all this contention of | 


words, this apparent hostility in debate, itappears, 
if the recent vote is a test, that this drama is to 


are and have been pretending to war against each 


| other—a coalition which is to fill the Speaker’s 


chair with a gentleman acceptable to both of 
them, and to end this contest by a fusion of par- 
ties, who assume to be hostile, but who, recog- 


| nizing slavery as the greatest of all other issues, 
| join their exertions to achieve a victory over the 


party of freedom. 
Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Clerk, the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Cotrax] saw fit to speak to 


spectacle presented here of the combination be- 


stances of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | Mr. 


| Capwa.per,] and the honorable gentleman from 


Georgia, [Mr. Coss,] and he observed that there 


| was acollusion between the Democratic party and 


the Native American or Know Nothing party. I 
wish to ask that gentleman whether, to-night, he, 
Black Republican as he is, has not been voting 


, all the time with Mr. Cops and Mr. CapwanLaper 


against adjournments? If there is collusion on 
the one side, there is collusion on the other. 

Mr. COLFAX. I will answer the gentleman 
with great pleasure. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. 


I have only ten minutes. 


| The gentleman can get the floor when I have con- 


cluded. There is another extraordinary spectacle 
presented. We find Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts, 
a member of the Republican party, and a candi- 
date for the speakership, voting on every inci- 
dental question of, order or otherwise, to add to 


| close by a coalition between the two parties who | 


the Flouse and the country of the extraordinary | 


| tween the Democratic and the American or Know | 
|| Nothing party; and he individualized the in- 


the number of votes; but when it comes to the | 


| vote for the officer to preside over our delibera- 


tions, he has the magnanimity to give himself a 


half-a-vote by not voting at all. [Lauchter.] That | 


is the position ofthatgentleman. ‘Tne gentleman 
from South Carolina | Mr. Orr] votes on all prop- 
ositions. 

Mr. COLFAX. I wish to say that I expect to 
vote with the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Cons} 
on a great many appropriation bills, and a variety 
of other appropriations Involving no principle; but 
on the organization of this House and questions 
affecting slavery, directly or indirectly, I do not 
intend or expect to vote with that gentleman. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE (when his name was called) 


said: Mr. Clerk, as gentlemen have been allowed 
to give their reasons for their votes upon the 
proposition to sustain the previous quesypn, | 
will give my reason for the vote lam about to 
give; and if gentlemen will not make the ap- 
plication, that ‘‘a word to the wise is suffi- 
cient,’’ they may, when | am done, take the con- 
sequences. As soon as the vote on the motion to 
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' the withdrawal of the resolution my amendment | 


lay the proposition on the table was announced, | 


I immediately moved an adjournnent of this 


House, supposing that every gentleman who | 
preferred an adjournment toa temporary Speaker | 


| would understand my object; but, either from | 
| stubbornness, or a want of comprehension, or 


something that is a good deal better and more | 
praiseworthy, a good many of those wno evince | 


| so much sensibility about the adoption of that 


resolution voted in accordance with the rules 


previowely provided for their own government. | 


have never desired a temporary chairman of 








and to preserve order. I will say that you have 
been signally successful; and I will say further, 
that every member has evinced a spirit of for- 
bearance and a disposition to sseletiets to our 
harmony. Iam opposed to these night sessions, 
and expect to be opposed to them; but I say 
that if this House is determined that we shall be 
kept here during the night, being now past the 
hour of midnight, we ought to have some one 
who will enforce such rules as we may adopt for 
our government. You may make what efforts 
you can, but you will be powerless to enforce 
the rules of this House; and I would say dis- 
tinetly now, that, as soon as the result of this 
vote is announced, I will move an adjournment, 
if no other man will do it; and, if this House 
does not adjourn, then I will vote for a temporary 
chairman. I now vote no. 

Mr. CULLEN. I would beg leave to make a 
single remark. 

The CLERK. The Clerk would remind the 
gentleman that debate is not in order. [Cries of 
‘*Hear him!’’ and ‘* Object!’’] There is objec- 
tion, and the gentleman 1s out of order, 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. 1 hope the 
gentleman from Delaware will be allowed to pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.CULLEN. We have been invited by the 
members of the Democratic party to this evening 
session. They have resolved in caucus that we 
should stay here and sit it out. I concur with 
them. I say that they are responsible for thé 
organization of this House. I say that it is their 
duty to organize this House. 1 disclaim ail asso- 
ciation or connection with the Democratic party, 
although I have voted with them on several ocea- 
sions. They have urged us and invited us to sit 
here until this matter is settled; I agree to that. 
1 am willing to stay here to-night and to-morrow, 
and until we die. [Laughter.] I want an elec- 
tion. I will not vote for Mr. Orr, although I 
regard him as a gentleman well qualified for the 
position of presiding officer. I am opposed to 
any temporary chairman. I shall vote against 
that gentleman, but not because I have any per- 
sonal objection to him—because I may say he isa 
most honorable and gentlemanly man, and one 
well qualified for the station—but because he and 
I differ in political views. I cannot go for him, 
and 1 shall not go for him. I shall vote only for 
a man who is a member of the American party 
—a man who sustains the principles that | was 
sent here to support, and who is true to the great 

rinciple that ** Americans shall rule America,” 
fl couiaeed 

Now, s'r, I will not vote for any man who sup- 

vorted that resolution of the Democratic caucus. 
| never will go for him; I cut myself loose from 
him; I disclaim all connection and association 
with that party. I was sent here to oppose that 
party, and I go against the whole of them. [| 
say, if you place Mr. Orr in that chair, you will 
never get him out of it. [Roars of laughter. ] 

Mr. FLORENCE, I desire to say just one 
word. The gentleman from Indiana | Mr. Con- 
FAX] was pleased to make a remark in relation to 
myself, complimenting me as a very good-natured 
man, but putting language in my mouth that I 
never ak 1 never use offensive language to 
anybody. I did not assail the American party as 
‘*Church-burners.”’ 1 referred to matters that 
occurred in the year 1844, in the city of Philadel- 
phia, growing out cf the remarks as to the age 
of the American party made by my colleague, 
[Mr. Broom.] Lintroduced the opinion of a gen- 
tleman, now a member of the American or Know 
Nothing party—that is a word | very seldom use 
—who was a competitor of mine for a seat upon 
this floor last fall; and I quoted his opinion of 
the Native American party of 1544. I never use 
offensive language to any party of men or any 
class of men; and I defy proof of that fact in any 
canvass that I have ever gone through in my dis- 
trieMor in the State of Pennsylvania. 

I am opposed to the principles of the so-called 
American party. 1 was opposed to the princi- 


}} ip of the Native American organization of 1844. 


| this House; and it is due to yourself, Mr. Clerk, | 


who have presided here for weeks, to say that, | 


under all circumstances, an honest effort has been 
made by you to be impartial to every member, 


declared, as often as I could, my hostility to 
them, without making use of offensive language. 
I have among them many personal friends, and I 
am glad to say that many among them in Phila- 
delphia are national, and do not coincide in the 
opinions of the gentleman from Indiana. 
ferred to that fact the other day. 


l xe- 
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Now, as to coalitions, I have been voting with 
the gentleman from Indiana several times to-night, 
asl supposed, upon principle, I believed that it 
was just as important to sustain the principle 
that prompted the resolution of the Democratic 
caucus as it was to elect a Speaker; and, acting 
under that impression, I thought I was perform- 
ing my duty when f united with him and other 
gentlemen, although I felt it was rather an unholy 
alliance. [Laughter.] I vote ay. ; 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL (when his 
name was called) said: Mr. Clerk, I merely 
; in casting the vote I shall now give, to 
make some reply to the remarks which have 
fallen from the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Corrax,] who charges that the vote just given, | 
failing to lay on the table the resolution offered | 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Sneep, | 
was evidence to his mind of a coalition here be- 
tween the so-called American party and the Dem- | 
ocratic party. 1 think, sir, the gentleman has 
gone off upona trifle as light as air, and that his | 
assertion or charge of a coalition, based upon | 
that vote, ean carry with it, in the face of the | 
facts, no weight to the country. 

It must be admitted, Mr. Clerk, that, if there | 
is any instrumentality that we may use by which | 
order may be preserved in this Hall, by which | 
we may take one step towards that organization 
which it is our duty to effect, it behooves every 
man here to take that step. 

Upon a former occasion, when a proposition | 
was made by the gentleman from Ohio, | Mr. | 
Campne.t.,| to place the honorable member from 
South Carolina [Mr. Orr} temporarily in the 
chair, I indicated my disposition to accede to | 
tliat preposition. Ido not believe that it would | 
Kaye any effect at all upon the election of a | 
Speaker of this body; but if the votes which | 
have been cast here to-night are indices of the 
determination of two large parties in this body | 
that we shall remain here until an organization, 
then we have had evidence that we owe it to our | 
own protection to have, by the voice of this | 
body, some one in the chair who can inforce 
order; and, by way of bringing this House toa 
test, | vote ay. 

Mr. PAINE (when his name was called) said: 
Mr. Clerk, the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Couirax] was pleased to tel! this House, and to | 
threaten to tell the country, that because this | 
House saw fit, by calling the previous question, | 
to deny him the poor privilege of putting his can- 
didate, and our candidate, and the candidate of 
the Democratic party successively in the chair, 
he meant to sound the toesin of alarm throughout 
this country, that the Democratic party and the | 
national American party in this House had | 
formed a coalition. I take oceasion to say to | 
that genteman—lI speak only formyself—that ldo 
not desire to see a man who has borne aloft the 
national American banner in this House follow | 
to that chair, or even precede to that chair, they 
banner-man of the Demoeratic party which has | 
been so flagrantly unjust and insulting to the na- 
tional American party, or the banner-man of that 
other party which, in my humble opinion, strikes 
at the peace, and prosperity, and permanence of 
the Union; but, sir, I am willing to see any man 
oceupy that chair temporarily for the pur ose of 
preserving order here in this House. The step 
which we are now about to take, and in which I 
codperate, has been thrust upon me, as I have no 
doubt it has been thrust upon the national Dem- 
oecratic part 
of all our efforts here this evening to rid ourselves 
of this difficulty. Why, sir, the majority here 
have almost gone as far as to intimate their de- | 
sire to pass the resolution which I submitted, and 
which shall submit again atthe proper time. I | 
think, then, that it becomes every member of this 
House who desires to preserve order during the 
long period that we shall necessarily be engaged 
in voling for Speaker here, to be willing tO see 
that chair occupied temporarily by any member 
of this House, whatever may be his political 
opinions. ButT tell you, Mr. Clerk, that this 
right arm shall wither before I will vote for any 
man for Speaker who has insulted the national 
American party. I form no coalitions, sir, with 
any man. I will vote for no man for Speaker of 
this House who has offered a flagrant and unpro- 
voked insult to my constituents, nor will I vote 


ce sire 








who are acting with me, in spite || 
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| his nationality and conservatism. But, Mr. Clerk, | 


| a determination not to be fettered and bound, be- | 


I felt | 
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has offered such an insult. I am willing, how- 


ever, that the gentleman who has been named in | 
that resolution shall occupy the chair tempora- 
rily for the purpose of preserving order. These | 
are my sentiments, and I will vote for the main | 


question. I vote ay. 


Mr. READY (when his name was called) | 
said: I desire to submita very few remarks before | 
7 I have voted here for five weeks | 
for the distinguished gentleman from Pennsylva- | 


I cast my vote. 


nia [Mr. Futer] to fill the Speaker’s chair of 
this House. Though I am a southern man, and 
entertain opinions and feelings in common with 
my southern brethren here, which I trust are 


conservative and national, and though the gen- | 
tleman for whom [ have cast my vote is a north- 


ern man, I was satisfied he was sound upon the 
great question which so deeply involves the in- 
terests of the country. 


the United States as long as any other man. 
was satisfied he intended to cling to the Union of 
these States as long as any other man. I was 


satisfied that he stood upon the twelfth section | 
satisfied | 
that he was for preserving the vested rights of | 


of the Philadelphia platform. I was 
every citizen of this country, whether native or 
foreign-born. When he was specially interro- 
gated as to his position on certain questions, he 
answered that he was opposed to the agitation of 


the question of slavery in the Congress of the | 


United States; that he was opposed to the repeal 
of the fugitive slave law; that he was in favor of 
maintaining the compromises of 1850; that he 
would vote for the admission of Kansas as a 
State of this Union, upon her application, with a 
constitution tolerating or prohibiting slavery, as 
the people of that Territory, in convention as- 
sembled, might determine. When he came to 
answer the question as to whether or not he would 
vote for the restoration of the Missouri restriction, 


as gentlemen here well remember my stating on | 
a former occasion, I understood him to hesitate, | 


and to evade giving a direct answer. 


Under that impression I cast my vote for my | 
colleague, whom I knew to be sound upon that | 


question. When the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania was afterwards interrogated by the honor- 
able gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Waker] 
more especially and particularly on that question, 
he answered emphatically that he would vote 
against the restoration of the Missouri restriction. 
It is true he had said if he belie 
be restored he would vote for it; but he was 
opposed to the agitation of the quest ion of slavery. 
He believed the restriction could not be restored; 


that an attempt to do so would be but an agitation | 


of the slavery question, and therefore he would 
vote against its restoration. That answer was 
satisfactory to me, and I changed my vote, and 
cast it for him,as | had been doing for weeks be- 


fore; and from that time to the present I have con- | 


tinued to vote for him, and I should be satisfied 


to continue to vote for him as long as this contest | 


for the speakership lasts, because I have entire 
confidence in his patriotism, in his integrity, in 


that is collateral to the subject to which.I wish 
mainly now to direct my remarks. 

| have said I am a southern man, and sympa- 
thise with my southern brethren in their opin- 
ions and feelings; and it is due to myself to say, 
thata@when I took my seat here, I did so with 


yond a reasonable extent, by party ties. 


that I owed an obligation to the country higher, 
and above all other considerations. 


arpson,| who has been so steadily voted for by 


| the Democratic portion of the House; or I might | 


vote for any other gentleman of the Democratic 
party whom I might conceive qualified to dis- 


| charge the duties of that responsible position. 


Why I have not done so, or whether or not I 


will do so hereafter, it is not necessary for me | 
Upon the present occasion it is | 
only necessary to remark, that I desire, next | 
to the organization of the House, that its busi- | 
/ness should be conducted with order and de- | 
I désire it to be borne in mind that this is | 
| the Congress of the United States; that we came 
for any man who is connected with a party that || here as the Representatives of a great and intel- 


now to say. 


eency. 





GLOSE._ 


y. Iwas satisfied that he | 
was prepared to stand upon the Constitution of | 


1 


od that it could | 


Therefore | 
Lhad determined, upon a certain contingency, | 
that I might cast my vote for Speaker for the | 
honorable gentleman from I}linois, [Mr. Ricr- | 
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i ligent people; that we boast the country which 
we in part represent now occupies a higher anq 
ee position than any other nation on tho 
1abitable globe, [Here the hammer fell.] ; 
The CLERK. The gentleman can proceed by 
|| unanimous consent. 

Mr. THORINGTON. I object. 

Mr. READY. I will not further trespass upon 
the time of the House, as objection has been 
made. It has not been my habit to do 80, ag 
every gentleman will bear witness. And I may 
take occasion hereafter to say much [ would now 
have said, had I not been cut off by the rule of 
the House. I only add, that I believe the tempo- 
rary appointment of the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Orr] to the chair will facilitate the 
organization by more effectually preserving order 
than itcan be done under existing circumstances 
while it will tend to maintain the dignity and char. 
acter of the House asa branch of the Congress of 
the United States, though in an unorganized cop- 
dition. I vote ay. 

The call of the yeas and nays was then cop- 
cluded, and the result announced as above re. 
corded. 

So the House determined that the main ques- 
tion should not be now put. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE, (at one o’clock, a. m.) 
I again move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. SAGE. Icall for tellers upon the motion, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sage, and 
Coss of Georgia, were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 32, noes 86. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CULLEN. I wish now to inquire of the 
Clerk whether the resolution that Mr. Orr be 
placed in the chair is now before the House? If 
it is I propose to move an amendment. 

The CLERK. The Clerk would answer the 
question of the gentleman from Delaware in these 
words from thé Manual: 


“When the question was put in this form, ‘ shall the 
main question be put?’ a determination in the negative sup- 
pressed the main question during the session; but since the 
words * now put’ are used, they exclude it for the present 
only; formerly only till the present debate was over, but 
now for that day and no longer.”? 


Mr. CULLEN. Then it lays over until to- 
morrow. 

The CLERK. It does. 

Mr. CULLEN. When that resolution comes 
up I shall move to substitute the name of Mr. 
Fixer in the place of Mr. Orr. 

Mr. PAINE. I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That until Saturday next, at twelve o’clock 
p- m., no motion to adjourn or to take a recess shall be in 
order, unless a Speaker shall, before that time, be elected. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Task the gen- 
tleman if he will accept this amendment: ‘* And 
that no debate shall be in order?”’ 

Mr. PAINE. I shall accept no amendment. 

Mr. GROW. _ I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

Mr. PAINE. I move the previous question 
upon my resolution. 
Mr. CULLEN. 

bate is in order? 

The CLERK. No debate is in order upon a 
motion to lay upon the table. 

Mr. CULLEN. I ask the Clerk whether it is 
in order to move an amendment at this time? 

The CLERK. It is not. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was put, and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the motion to 
lay the resclution of Mr. Patne upon the table, 
tellers were called for, and ordered. 

Mr. PAINE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MORGAN. I demand tellers upon the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Epwanrps 
and GREENWOOD were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 49; more than one fifth of a quorum. 

So the yeas and nays on the motion to lay on 
the table were ordered. 

Mr. CARLILE, (at five minutes past one 8. 
m.) Before the vote is taken on that question, 
Mr. Clerk, I desire, as itis now after one o’clock, 
to move an adjournment of this House; and 0 
making that motion I appeal to the members 
who have witnessed the proceedings here during 
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the jast nine or ten hours, what good has come 
of this night’s session? I move that this House 
do now adjourn. I call for the yeas and nays, 
and for tellers on the yeas and nays. | 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Caruize and | 
Tyson were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 9, noes 76. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WHEELER. I call for tellers on the | 
mouon to adjourn. 

Several MEMBERS, 


There is no quorum pres- | 


oPhe CLERK. That makes no difference. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. As there is no quorum I 
move a call of the House. 

The CLERK. That motion is not in order, 
pending a motion to adjourn. 

Tellers were ordered; and the same gentlemen, 
Messrs. Canute and Tyson, were appointed. || 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 


ported—ayes 17, noes 72. | 
7 ’ 

So the House refused to adjourn. | 
[Loud cries of ‘* Call the roll!’’) | 


The CLERK. The resolution of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Paine] is pend- 
ing; and on the motion to lay that resolution on 
the table the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The question was taken, and there were—yeas 
99, nays 90; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Barksdale, Bell, Bocock, 
Jowie, Boyce, Brenton, Burnett, Cadwalader, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Cragin, Davidson, 
Dean, Denver, De Witt, Dowdell, Durfee, Edmundson, 
Edwards, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Evans, Florence, 
Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Harlan, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, 
Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
Keitt, Kennett, Knapp, Lindley, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. 
Marshall, Maxwell, MceMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Moore, Mott, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Pearce, Peck, Pennington, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Pringle, 
Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Savage, Sherman, 
Sneed, Stanton, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Thurs- 
ton, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Warner, Wat- 
kins, Wheeler, Winslow, Daniel B.Wnght, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicotfer—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allen, Banks, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Bradshaw, Brooks, 
Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Chaffee, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, | 
Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Day, Dickson, Dodd, || 
Dunn, Emrie, Faulkner, Flagler, Galloway, Granger, J. || 
Morrison Harris, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Leiter, Humphrey Marshall, Mat- 
teson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miiler, Millward, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Murray, Norton, Packer, Paine, Pelton, Pettit, || 
Pike, Purviance, Puryear, Reade, Ricaud, Roberts, Sage, 
Sapp, Scott, Simmons, William R.Smith,Spinner, Stephens, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Todd, Trafton, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, || 
Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—90. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. | 
Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. KENNETT said: As it is very evident, | 

from the present disposition of this House, that 

no business will be aoa here which will be any 
credit to it, 1 renew the motion to adjourn. 

_The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that the mo- 
tion to adjourn, while the House is in the act of || 
taking a vote, is not in order. 

Mr. GOODE (on his name being called) said: 

I wish to state, that from this time forward, till 

to-morrow at twelve o’clock, I have paired off | 


with Mr. Simmons, of New York. I vote to lay 
on the table. 


Mr. SNEED. 


| 
| 
| 
! In consequence of the indis- || 
position of my colleague, Mr. Reapy, he has || 
paired off with Mr. Rossins, and has requested || 
me to state so to the House. | 

The vote was here announced. , | 

Mr. MILLWARD, (at two, a. m.)_ I move || 
oe the House do now adjourn; and I call for || 
ellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Comms and 


Mittwarp were appointed. i] 
The House was divided; and the tellers re- || 
ported—ayes 52, noes 88. | 
So the 


ouse refused to adjourn. 1} 
Mr. PAINE. 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Hon. Witt1amM R. Smurrn, of Ala- 
bama, be chosen to preside as temporary Chairman of this || 
House, until a Speaker be elected. . 


. Mr. Clerk, I offered the resolution which has 
Just been laid on your table in good faith. I have || 


I move the following resolu- 


1} 
| 
i 


| as a temporary Chairman. 


| day in favor of proscribing Cath 


been voting to adjourn ever since five o'clock. I 
voted to adjourn on the last vote taken previous 
to that on laying my resolution on the table. I 
voted, also, tor—or at least as nearly for as I was 
permitted—the honorable James L. Orr to preside 
temporarily over the deliberations of this body. 
In my efforts to obtain a temporary Chairman, 
however, I was defeated; but I trust, from what 
we have seen here to-night, that it must be ap- 
arent to every gentleman that it is necessary to 
ee one of our own body to preside temporarily 


| over our deliberations until a permanent Speaker 
|| can be elected. 


1 offer now the name of Wituram R. Sire 
for that place. He is a member of the national 


|| American.party, and therefore cannot be excepted 
| to by any member of that party. 
|| tleman who has been connected with the Demo- 


He is a gen- 


cratic party, and I apprehend that, with the ex- 
ception of one single question, he cannot be 


| exceptionable to any member of that party. 


I offer this resolution, then, with the remark, 
that the vote upon it will test the sincerity of 
what has been said by some gentlemen upon this 
floor, that they belong to the national American 


| party. And, sir, I trust that gentlemen will come 


up now and show their disposition to preserve 
order in the House, and facilitate a permanent 
organization, and elect the man I have presented 
I tell them that the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] was 
no favorite of mine, so far as that was concerned, 
but I desired to show to the House that I was 


| anxious that some gentleman should preside over 
| our deliberations, and therefore | proposed him. 


For the purpose of testing the House upon this 
resolution, [ now move the previous question 


upon it, and call for the yeas and nays upon its 
adoption. 


Mr. CULLEN. What is the resolution? 


A Memper. It is to place Wittiam R. Smitu 


| temporarily in the chair. 


Mr. CULLEN. Then I gofor it. [Laughter.] 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. . 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 


adoption of the resolution. 


The question was taken, and decided in the 


| negative—yeas 22, nays 151; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Boyce, Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry 


| Winter Davis, Evans, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Ken 


nett, Lake, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, 
Moore, Paine, Puryear, Ricaud, Sneed, Trippe, Under 
wood, Valk, and Zollicoffer—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Banks, Par- 


| bour, Barksdale, Bell, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, 


Bishop, Bocock, Brenton, Brooks, Buffington, Burlingame, 
Surnett, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Camp 
bell,Caruthers, Caskie,Chaffee,Clawson ,Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cumback, 
Damrell, Davidson, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, 


| De Witt, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Durfee, Edmund- 
| son, Edwards, Elliott, Emrie, English, Eustis, Faulkner, 
| Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Gid 


dings, Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine 
B. Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, George 
W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. 
Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, MeCarty, MeMullin, Me- 
Queen, Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Morgany Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Pelton, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, 
Powell, Pringle, Purviance, Quitman, Reade, Rivers, Rob- 
erts, Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, 
Scott, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, 


| Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, Thurs- 


ton, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walridge, 
Waldron, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Welch, 
Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, W oodworth, Daniel B.Wright, 
and John V. Wright—151. 


So the resolution was not adopted. 


Whilst the call of the roll pea prenent, the 
Geoetent possible confusion prevailed in the Hall. 
embers were continually addressing the Hoase, 


|| amidst calls to order, and the utmost efforts upon 


the part of the Clerk to preserve order. The fol- 
lowing occurred: 

Mr. BOWIE said: Mr. Clerk, I want to know 
if Lam called upon to vote here upon inviting to 
that chair the man who made a speech the other 

shen? 

A Memser. The very same. 

Mr. BOWIE, Thenif I had a thousand votes to 
give I wouldcast them all againsthim. [Laugh- 


| ter, and calls to order.j The gentleman who = 


resents the State of Alabama—no, sir, not the 
State of Alabama, but the American party in the 
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State of Alabama—do you think I would vote for 
No, sir, I will vote against him. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
gentleman from Maryland to order. 
cannot we have order? 

Mr. BOWIE. Who calls me to order? 

Mr. MARSHALL. Thegentleman from Ken- 
tucky calls-you to order? 

The CLERK. The Clerk has exhausted his 
powers in endeavoring to preserve order, but he 
is powerless to accomplish anything unless gen- 
tlemen will assist him. 

Mr. BOWIE. The Clerk called upon me to 
vote. [Laughter.] Noman has the right to de- 
prive me of that vote, and no man has the right 
to deprive me of the privilege of stating the reason 
for that vote. [Calls to order, and laughter.} 
Now, sir, what has my honorable friend from 
Kentucky to say? 

Mr. MARSHALL. If the House is disposed 
to allow the gentleman to proceed, I have not a 
word to say. 

Mr. BOWIE. I am saying whatl have the 
right to say. I ask the indulgence of no man. 
[Calls to order. ] 

{Here the Clerk reminded Mr. B. that his time 
was out. 

Mr. BOWIE. No, sir, my time is not out. 
Somebody else’s time is out. [Laughter, calls to 
order, and confusion. } 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Maryland 
is out of order. ‘ 

Mr. BOWIE. No, sir, I am not out of order 
—I have not exhausted the subject. [Laughter, 
and cries of **Order!’’]} I am upon a question 
of order. The Clerk cut me down when I had 
been speaking about three seconds. 

Mr. NORTON. 1 move that the House re- 
quest the gentleman from Maryland to take his 
Seat. 

Mr. PAINE. [ hope the gentleman from Mary- 
land will not be interrupted. He is uttering some 
patriotic sentiments. {Laughter and confusion } 

Mr. BROOKS (when his name was called) 
said: Mr. Clerk, I understand the question wpon 
which I am called to vote is to request the hon- 
orable Wituiam R. Smiru to take the chair, and 

preside over the House until a Speaker is eleeted. 

have to say, sir, that | would vote for Narwan- 
veL P. Banks or Josnua R. Gippines a thousand 
times in preference tothat gentleman. They have 
the influence of education, and the prejudice of 
locality, against the institutions of my section of 
the country; but, sir, Mr. Smiru has lived in the 
slave-owning South all his life, and what is his 
present position? When the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. Eustis] arraigned the Know 
Nothings upon the charge of religious proserip- 
tion and when another member from Alabama 
[Mr. Waker] complicated his position by com- 
plaining of the resolution of the Democratic caucus, 
and repudiating the eighth section of the Phila- 
delphia platform in one and the same breath, the 
honorable gentleman [Mr. Smirn] availed him- 
self of the occasion to justify religious tests, and 
indorsed that eighth section in tote. Now, sw, I 
will never vote for any man who is the enemy 
of religious freedom. 

Does the gentleman remember that the only 
States taken into the Union as slave States, and 
formed out of territory acquired since the Revo- 
lution, were all originally peopled by Catholies? 
The States of Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, 
Florida, and ‘Texas, were formed from Catholic 
territory, acquired since the Revolution. How, 
then, can I, as a southern man, be expected to 
cast my vote for one who is the acknowledged 
political enemy of the Catholics, who have always 
proved themselves to be the friends of the Con- 
stitution and of the South? 

I will suggest another reason why southern 
gentlemen on this floor cannot consistently vote 
for Mr. Smitrn. Neither the Know Nothings, 
North nor South, propose to shut the door upon 
immigration. Their purpose is simply to with- 
hold the elective franchise for twenty-one years. 
The operation of such a measure will be to ex- 
clude every man of intelligence and character, 
while those who are driven to our country by 
reason of their poverty or the terrors of violated 
law will continue to come. -They avoid the 
competition of the negro laborer, and flock to 

| the Korth. What is the political effect of this? 
| Why, sir, to give to that northern State into 
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Mr. Clerk, 
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which ninety-three thousand foreigners may set- | 


tle an additional Representative on this floor—to | 
increase the political power of a section already 
hostile to our institutions, and to concentrate that 


power into the hands of native Free Soilers. So 
well do the Free Soilers understand the operation 
of this Know Nothing scheme, and the advantages 
which will accrue to ther if the present pro- 
rramme is exccuted, that I venture the prediction, 
if a proposition was made to them to exclude 
foreigners from our shores forever, they would 
instantly reject it. With all their horror of the 
domestic servitude of the black man, they have 
no scruples of conscience nm binding the white 
man with the chains of political slavery. Our 
black slaves make us money; their intended white 
slaves will give them power, and with this power 
they willin time rob us of our money. How, 
then, can I, as a southern man, bound to my 
home as a patriot, and entertaining these views, 
give my vote for one who entertains principles 
which directly subvert the institutions of the State 
which [ have the honor in part to represent? 

Again: the perpetuity of the institution of sla- 
very depends upon the South expanding com- 
mensurately with the North. Large territories 
at the North are rapidly ripening into States, and 
where can the South expand but in the Catholic 
direction? Cuba, Mexico, and Nicaragua are 
each of this persuasion. 

And again: the State-rights and State-sover- 

eignty doctrines are essential tu the preset rvation 
of the institutions of the South. If the gentle- 
man relies upon Congress to confer and regulate 
the right of voting in the different States, his 
/pPremises will lead him inevitably into consolida- 
eno. Tf he expects the Legislatures of all the 
States uniformly to extend the time required for 
the enjoyment of the political right to vote, he 
will surely reckon without his host. If the Le- 
gislatures of every State save one were so to 
agree, that excepted State would have the strong- 
est political reasons not to agree. The tide of 
immigration would flow into the refusing State, 
and would cause it soon to rival New York or 
Pennsylvania in population, in wealth, and polit- 
ical power. 

These considerations, together with the fact that 
the gentleman’s party allegiance is so strong as 
to canse him to vote against my colleague, [ Mr. 
Onnr,]} forbid my casting my vote forhim. Were 
the naked question of slavery at issue, I believe 
that the gentleman from Alabama would be as 
true to the rights of Ris constituents as any of us 
are to our own. I do notdistrust his patriotism, 
but I do the tendency of his political princi- 

les. 

Mr. CULLEN. I wish to make a single re- 
mark. I should not have said a word in relation 
to the honorable gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Sarru} had it not been for the remarks just now 
submitted to the House by the honorable gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Brooxs.} He 
raid that we had acquired territory from the 
Catiolies. Catholics! Does it follow that be- 
eause we acquired Catholic territory we are 
bound to people it with Catholics? Does it fol- 
low that that large domain shall be given to them 
for the propagation of a false religion? Is this | 
the doctrine to be taught in the American House 
of Representatives? Why, sir, this is one of | 
the reasons for my vote forthe honorable gentle- 
man from Alabama. 

I will state here that I indorse every word my 
honorable friend from Alabama said the other 
day on Catholicism. I go against the Catholics | 
in tote. [Laughter.] 1 never will support them. | 
They are not fit to be supported by Americans. | 
The people of the State from which I come look | 
on them with abhorrence. A Catholic priest a 

short timeago cameamong us. He was a stranger. 
He taught the doctrine of purgatory. He let his | 
fnends know that with money he could get the 
poor souls out of purgatory. ([Laughter.] Let 
me tell the House a remarkable fact. After he 
had proclaimed that doctrine, an honorable gen- | 
theman of the State of Delaware, and who at the 
last election ran for Governor on the same ticket 
with myself, declared that he ought to be egged! 
{Laughter.] He then got certificates from various 
versons that the candidate of the American party 
fad declared that a Catholic priest ought to be 
exged. They were sent into the county of New 
Castle, where there are a few Catholics; and let 


— 


| 


i 
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me tell the House that every Catholic voted the | 


Democuatic ticket. 


I will ask my friend from Maryland whether | 


there ever was a Catholic who supported an | 


American ticket? They gave not only their votes 
but their money to the Democratic party. I say 
that there never was a Catholic who supported 


Mr. McMULLIN. 


crat? 


Mr. CULLEN. I have denounced them. 
have no affinity with that party in any shape. I 


have, it is true, been a Democrat until recently. 
I supported Mr. Pierce for the Presidency. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Did the gentleman from 
Delaware state that the Catholics were inimical 
to civil and religious liberty? 

Mr. CULLEN. I never said any such thing. 
I said that | would not support Catholics. 
not say anything of their views. 
the Catholics. I gave no reasons for doing so, 
as [ had not the time. I want an opportunity to 
define my position on that subject. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. The gentleman assumes a 
like position with the gentleman from Alabama, 
{Mr. Samira. ] 
discussion, for fear it may be considered that 
I am recreant to the high trust confided to me by 


Let me here, at the outset of the | 


as enlightened and intelligent a constituency as | 


there is in this vast and glorious Republic, that || 


I repel the intimation that the Catholic com- 
munity is opposed to civil liberty. My constit- 
uency of the Catholic pe rsuasion yield to none 
in the love of liberty, and the defense of the 


rights of the Constitution, and the liberties 
guarantied by it. I wish gentlemen, when they 
assert upon this floor that the Catholics are 


opposed to civil and religious liberty, if they 
please, to pass over the Catholics of Louisiana, 
for they have proved themselves, by their acts, 
which belong to the history of this country, and 
which will descend to the remotest period of time, 
that they stand by the Constitution, and by the 
civilwand religious liberties of this country. I 
ask gentlemen, when they assert the want of 


patriotism of their Catholic constituency, whether | 


they have ever heard of New Orleans, and the || 


8th of January, 1815, which was made glorious 


by those republicans, and I ask them who stood | 


by thatimmortal man, General Jackson, when 
Mr. CULLEN. 1 wish to ask the gentleman 





whether he is making allusion to anything which | 


[ said? [Laughter.] 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Did yousay you indorsed 
Mr. Smirn’s sentiments ? 

Mr. CULLEN. Nota word. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Then I desire this House 


to understand that the gentleman does not indorse 


the sentiments of the gentleman from Alabama. || 


I understood him, when I asked him a question, | 


to indorse the views of that gentleman; but, as 
he now says he does not, I do not allude to him. 
ut I desire it to be understood, by every man 


olics of Louisiana are attacked I am prepared to 
defend them. I vote no. 


Mr. DOWDELL. 
my vote, I desire to say a few words. 


| upon this side of the House, that when the Cath- | 


confess, as an American citizen, representing in | 
part a people who are sober, quiet, and conserva- | 


tive, who love their country—a religious commu- || 


nity—I am exceedingly pained at the spectacle 
whieh has been presented to-night and for the 
last weeks by the American House of Represent- 
atives, in the middle of the nineteenth century. 


| | am disposed to recur to the history of the past, 


a before my mind—when Rome was 
yurning, Nero was fiddling and dancing. 

mind, merriment is altogether out of place and 
ill-timed. Now, sir, while this House is indulg- 
ing in this spectacle of amusement—and I speak 


kindly of it, for I suppose it is somewhat in the | 


spirit of passing away an idle hour without the 
prospect of an organization soon—whilst in the 
midst of laughter, we are standing upon a slum- 
bering volcano. 
mon territory of this country, our people are 
marshaling théir forces to try Whe great question 
as to whether they are able to govern themselves— 
it may be with rifles in their hands, Itbecomes 
us to look, as patriots, seriously, soberly, these 
grave questions in the face. It becomes us to 
maintain that gravity due to the consideration 
of questions now being forced upon us, which 


Upon our borders, in the com- | 





_ of a parallel to be found in a book entitled « 
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involve the peace and happiness of our people and 
the permanence of our institutions. | have been 
reminded by the ludicrous scenes witnessed here 


Geor- 
which I read many years sine, 


gia Scenes,”’ 


_ It was penned by Judge Longstreet, formerly of 


|| Georgia. Ned Brace, the hero of the story, 
the American ticket, and there never will be one. | i 
Were you not a Demo- || 


; ; : hap. 
pened in a city during the prevalence of & great 


fire—the flames in red volumes were rising hic}\ 
and higher each moment—the people were mp. 
ning to and fro in great consternation—women 


r 


| and children were screaming through the streets 
re | 


I did || 


I vote against | 


and the midnight fire-bells were sending out thojy 
rapid and startling sounds, when Ned quietly 
took his position on the side-walk. About this 
time a large, old man, nearly out of breath, came 
running by in great haste, whose home wag 
threatened with destruction perhaps, and was 
abruptly stopped by Ned with the interrogatopy ; 
‘* Sir, can you tell me where I can find Peleg Q. 
C. Stone?” ‘Damn Peleg Q. C. Stone! my 
house is on fire !’’ was the impatient reply. Now 
sir, while the fire of civil war is threatening tobe 


| kindled upon our borders, whose flames once 


started may not be quenched until the temple of 
our liberties is burnt up, and the last hope of hy- 


|| manity for freedom is extinguished in the breas 
> ast 


| of man, questions are propounded here quite ag 


Before proceeding to give || 
I must | 


Tomy || 


impertinent at this time of danger, and calcula. 
ted to provoke similar impatience, if not a similar 
reply. 

Sir, those questions about the extension of the 
| naturalization laws, and the * corrupting tenden- 
| cies of the Roman Catholic church,’’ can be de- 
cided by our people, and we shall have a decision 
at the proper time; and I have no fear that any 
| party in this country opposed to religious liberty, 
| will ever be strong enough to control its legisia- 
tion. I have no fear that the rights of our fil- 
low-citizens, native or adopted, or of those who 
| may hereafter emigrate to this country, will now be 
| infringed, or that the people of this country will 

ever consent+to be shackled by any party proposing 

to interfere with the rights of conscience, or suffer 
the avenues to citizenship, opened by the wisdom 
and generosity of our republican fathers to their 
| oppressed and suffering neighbors across the 
| ocean, to be blocked up. We have no fear of 

this—none at all; our apprehensions in this regard 

have been entirely removed, after witnessing the 
‘election results of the last few months. A pro- 

position to that effect I understood to have been 
| made by a small party—at least, whether so in- 
| tended or not, the inference from the platform 

laid down was legitimate, and it embodied a 

selfish principle which would, in my humble 
| judgment, if carried out, wither the prosperity 
of this great and glorious American nation. Let 
us reflect for a moment. At an early period of 
our history —yes, sir, during our great Revolution 
which gave freedom to our continent, and the 
hope of it to the world—when we were weak, 
few in number, poor in purse, but of large and 
liberal hearts—when we were unable to cope with 
the nations of the earth without the aid of patriots 
from other lands, we threw open our doors, and 
invited foreigners—yes, sir, foreigners, to come in 
and partake with us the perils of defending our 
liberty. They generously responded to the invi- 
tation, and the portrait which there graces our 
walls [pointing to a portrait of La Fayette] will 
carry us back to the time when France sent out 
her volunteers to fight side by side with Amer- 
cans for liberty, and the memory of that great 
man, united in our affections with that of the 
glorious Washington, will not be forgotten by a 
| free and grateful people, but the glory of thar 
joint deeds, common sufferings, and common 
| struggles, will be transmitted to the remotest pos- 
terity. When wé were weak we invited them 
in. They came: their bones whiten every battle 
field, and their heroic deeds illuminate every 
page of our history. The same hope which 
cheered the heart of the American soldier filled 
| the breast of the Irish, the Scotch, the French, 
the German, the Pole. Yes, sir—all, all fought 
for, many died for the blessings of liberty ‘0 
their children. Now, when we are strong—3 
powerful peeple, population large, and an over- 
flowing treasury—fully able, without the aid 
of patriot foreigners, to take care of ourselves, 
|a portion of us are disposed to say that they 

shall not come in and be citizens ‘upon equal 

terms with us, on safe conditions. When we 
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hand of industry, to yield food and clothing 
enough to furnish the millions of earth; when we 
have a population large enough, strong, intelli- 
eent and moral enough, to assimulate all who come 
under the natural law controlling emigration; 
when we know that they whose fathers fell by 
the side of our fathers, are now bound down to 
the earth under the iron heel of despotism, and 
who pant for this land of promise as the ‘ hart 


nanteth after the water brook,’ I ask, ir, shall || 


this magnanimous Republicat once ignore its duty 
and its destiny by closing the door against those 


occupy broad and rich lands, capable, under the | 


who knock so earnestly and entreatingly? Never, | 


sir, by my consent. They are our brethren. 
This earth 1s God’s earth, and he who taught us to 
Jove our meighbor will not forgive us if we do not. 
He who said, ** Thou shalt not vex the stranger; 
thou shalt not oppress him in any wise: if you 
do, and he cryunto me, I will hear his cry, and I 
vill kill you with the sword; your wives shall 


become widows and your children orphans,”’ will | 


not fail to avenge such wickedness. May we 
continue the wise policy under which we Sate. 
by the blessing of Providence, prospered so 
largely, avert the curses which we should so richly 


deserve for persecution and proscription, and | 
make this nation what our fathers designed it—a | 


blessing to mankind—a house of refuge for the 
oppressed—an asylum for the sufferers of earth! 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. DOWDELL. I wish to say, as there is 
a question pending, which was by my colleague’s 
yote laid over until to-morrow, that I am indis- 
posed to allow a resolution upon the same basis to 
take precedence, and therefore I shall vote no. 


On the name of Mr. Henry M. Futter being | 


called, Mr. PENNINGTON announced that he 
had paired off with that gentleman. 


Mr. PAINE (on his name being called) said: | 


Ibeg to say to this House, that I offered the name 
of the Hon. Witiiam R. Situ, of Alabama, as 
temporary Chairman, without any consultation 
with him, or with anybody else. I have neither 
seen him before nor since I presented his name 
to the House. I read excondibaly I have placed 
that eentleman in the situation which Ihave. He 
may have feltsome delicacy in defending himself 
on this floor. I know that he is capable of defend- 
ing me better than Lam ofdefending him. I shall 
attempt no other defense of him than simply to 
say that, in my humble opinion he has been mis- 
conceived on this question. Heasked the simple 


question, ‘*Where did the Roman Catholic clergy | 


ever appear on the side of freedom?”’ As I under- 
stand that gentleman, he is as far from being in 
favor of religious proscription as any man in this 
House. } 
enjoy his religion and all the rights guarantied 
to him under the Constitution; but he reserved 
to himself that right which every freeman holds 
most dear, of exercising the elective franchise in 
the manner which seems best to himself, and 
holding himself accountable to no human being, 
but to God alone, for the manner in which he 
exercises it. And that, sir, is the privilege of 
every freeman of this country. Well, Mr. Clerk, 
I now wish to test the ‘sincerity of those gentle- 
men who come here and say, that they have no 
feeling in their bosoms on this subject. I ask 


one of them to answer me this question categoric- | 
ally—I ask whether any gentleman in this House | 


is willing to see the Government of these United 


States and the Congress of the United States in | 


the hands of the Roman Catholics of this country? 
lask for an answer. 

Mr.SANDIDGE. Ifthe gentleman from North 
Carolina will permit me, I will, as representing a 
Catholic constituency, say that I am not willing 
to see this country in the hands of the Catholics, 
nor am I willing to see it in the hands of any re- 
ligious denomination whatever. 

Rd PAINE. Answer the question categoric- 
ally, 

Mr. EUSTIS. I will answer the gentleman 
categorically, and say this, that I am willing to 
see, this country in the hands of the men whom 
the people see fit to intrust it to, whether they be 
Catholics or Protestants. 


_Mr. PAINE. Thatis not answering the ques- | 


tion. Who can prevent the Government going 
into such hands as the people choose ? 
Mr. EUSTIS. . Well, if thére are Catholics 


He was willing that every man should | 


| 
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with members of that faith, I am willing to see || courtesy to hear him. [Loud cries of * Hoar 


that done. 


North Carolina [Mr. Paine] allow me to ask him 
one question ? 

Mr. PAINE. Idonotintend to have any more 
of my time takenup. I have asked this question 
to test the sincerity of men’s hearts in relation to 
this matter, and there is not a man of them to 
respond to itcategorically. They have said that 
they were willing to see the Government and the 
Congressin the hands of those to whom the people 
confide it. In the name of God, is not that the 
government of the people, and how can we pre- 
vent it? But does not this show that gentlemen 
cannot answer that question, and that they do not 
I tell you, sir, that this 
is a matter which entersinto the private feelings, 
however unwilling members may be to expose it. 
These very gentlemen themselves would not trust 
the government of the country and Congress in 
the hands of Roman Catholics. 

Mr. BOWIE. Itis your intolerance alone, sir, 
which would not. 
Mr. PAINE. 

in my bosom. 
Mr. BOWIE. Yes, you have, or your party 
has. 

Mr. PAINE. I am willing that men shall 
worship their God as they please; but when the 
question is put to me, ** Whom will you select 
to be your ruler or your Representative ?’’ I shall 
choose a man according as | feel inclined; and I 
will not undertake to say that I would regard his 
religious opinions if they were not incompatible 
with liberty. 

Mr. VALK (when his name was called) said: 


I have no religious intolerance 


| I have not risen, MP. Clerk, for the purpose of 
| making a speech, or of occupying the time of the 
| House more than a minute, if so long. The hon- 
'orable gentleman who addressed the House a 


short time ago [Mr. DowpeE..] took occasion to 
draw the attention of the House to the oneeé living 


| embodiment of that portrait on my rightalpat of 


General La Fayette] referring to him aSfaving 


| come to this country and assisted in defending 


her from foreign foes, and in rescuing her from 
the dangers which then surrounded her, I frankly 
and freely do honor to his memory. Butthe gen- 
tleman from Alabama forgets, however, one re- 
mark which fell from the lips of that man when 
living. The words will be remembered by all 
the gentlemen of the House who have read his- 
tory to any advantage. He said: ‘‘If ever the 
liberties of this country are destroyed it will be 
by Catholic priests.”’ 

Mr. BOWIE. Sparks says that that is a lie. 

Mr. VALK. And Washington told us to be- 
ware of foreign influence. This cannot be denied 
by gentlemen on this floor. 

Mr. DOWDELL. That is a garbled state- 
ment, as I have read it. 

Mr. BOWIE. Sparks says that any man who 
asserts, that either George Washington or La 
Fayette said that Catholies or foreigners were not 


to be trusted was a liar, and did not say the truth. | 


I will show that. 

Mr. KELLY. 
vote. 

The CLERK. The Clerk would remind the 
gentleman from New York that it is toolate. He 
can proceed, however, if no objection is mage. 

{Loud cries of ** Object!’’} 

Mr. BOWIE. Who objects? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object. 

Mr. BOWIE. Let the fact be noted that Mr. 
Bineuam objects. 

Mr. KELLY. 
am not in order? 

The CLERK. The Clerk makes no decision, 
but merel 
should eid his remarks until the result of the 
vote is announced, Objection is made at present. 

The result of the vote was then announced as 
above recorded. 


I should like to explain my 


floor. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I move that the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Ketty,] have leave 
to explain his vote, and I do so because the 


|| gentleman is a ©atholic, and the - one of that 
f think that | 


aith, 1 believe, upon this floor. 


Does the Clerk decide that I | 


suggests to the gentleman that he | 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, obtained the | 


| him.”’] 
Mr. McMULLIN. Will the gentleman from || 


Mr. BOWIE. Oh! hear him; he is the only 


Catholic here. 


The CLERK. Does the gentleman from 
Maine give wiy, in order to permit the gentleman 
from New York to be heard? 

Mr. WASHBURN. I will yield to the gen- 
tleman for ten minutes. 

The CLERK. Then if there be no objection 
the gentleman from New York will proceed for 
ten minutes. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. KELLY. If am aware, Mr. Clerk, that 
it is very improper to bring religious matters into 
legislative bodivs at all, but when I hear such re- 
marks as have fallen from the intelligent gentle- 
man who has just spoken, I feel that it becomes 
me,as a member of that religious body which 
that gentleman has been assailing, to say some- 
thing, at least, in its defense. 

The accusation is made here, that the Catholic 
relizion is danverous to the institutions of this 
Republic. Sir, lam aware that no man possessed 
of any intelligence at all would give any weight 
to a charge of that sort. When have the Cath- 
olic clergy urged upon their flocks to support par- 
ticular individuals for office? When have they 
from their pulpits urged their congregations to 
support particular measures, or to vote for par- 
ticular men? ‘There is not, in the history of this 
country, an instance in which the Catholic clergy 
have so acted; but can the same be said of other 
religious denéminations in thiscountry? In the 
eastern portion of this Union you will frequently 

find ministers from their altars invoking their 
flocks to vote for measures which interest them 
and the section of the Union to which they be- 
long. Now, Mr. Clerk, [ am a Catholic, and'I 
love this Union. I defy any man in this Con- 
gress to say that he isa better citizen, or more 
devoted to the true interests of this Union, than 
|lam. This is not only my sentiment, but it is 
the sentiment of the religious sect to which I 
belong. It is the sentiment of our priesthood. 

I let the accusation, that the Catholic religion 
is dangerous to our beloved country, go for what 
it is worth; for | am satisfied that no sane man 
would make such an assertion. This charge 
has been frequently made since we first met here. 
When my colleague [Mr. Vatx] made several 
charges against the Catholic religion, | had not 
an opportunity to say one word in reply; but, 
sir, lam surprised that the gentleman from Long 
[sland—a man of intelligence and a Christian, as 
I take him to be—should get up upon this floor 
and denounce his fellow Christians because he 
differs from them in opinion upon religious ques- 
tions. 

Mr. VALK. I beg pardon of the gentleman, 
I have not denounced my fellow Christians upon 
this floor, and he knows I have not. 

Mr. KELLY. [| understood that you did. 

Mr. VALK. That is your interpretation, and 
not mine. 

Mr. KELLY. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Paine] asks, would you like to 
see this Government in the hands of the Cath- 
olic people? Suppose that it was in the hands of 
the Catholic people, have the Catholic people of 
this Union ever been false to its true interests? 
Why, sir, look at the early history of our conn- 
try, and look to that State which borders upon 
this District—a Catholic community which ex- 
tended a liberality to all other religions which did 
not exist in other colonies at that time. While 
| Calvert (Lord Baltimore) was founding a free 
colony there, religious persecution was going on 

in other colonies; and when me were persecuted 
in other colonies, where did they go that they 
might worship God according to the dictates of 
their own consciences? They came to the Catholic 
colony of Maryland. These are the Catholic peo- | 
le to whom the honorable gentleman from Ala- 
— has referred. And, sir, such is the histor) 

of the Catholic people in this country, and wach 
has it ever been. Those people, when they leave 
their homes in Germany, in Lreland, or in whai- 
ever country they may be found, and come here, 
it is to make this country their home. They im- 
bibe the spirit of true patriotism before they leave 
the Old World. They come here with their 
brothers, their sisters, and their fathers, because 


enough in the United States to fill this Congress | J under the circumstances it would be only common || they can here enjoy their liberty. And tell me, 
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sir, is not the assertion, that they are imimical to | 


your liberties, unfounded; and are not the people 
who make it blinded by prejudice and bigotry’ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| Keitt, Kelly, Letcher, Lumpkin, Sanwel 8. Marshall, Max- 
| well, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai 


Why, sir, they are identified with the army of || 


the country. They have fought side by side 
with your native-born citizens in every battle 
that has been fought from the earliest period of 
your existence as a nation, down to the present 
time. They have been working in a common 
cause to promote common objects—the blessing 
and prosperity of this Union. 

‘Then let me say to this House, that if they come 
not here with wealth, they come with willing 
hands to work, and earn their bread upon your 
public works from their very commencement to 
their completion. How could they have been 
constructed without these men? 

Mr. SAGE. I have a motion which I desire 
to submit. I move that this House do now pro- 
ceed to vote for Speaker, and upon that motion I 
demand the previous question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. I hope the gentle- 
man from New York will withdraw his demand 
for the previous question, and allow the gentle- 
man from New York (Mr. Kerry] to proceed 
with his explanation. 

Mr. EUSTIS. Lhope the gentleman from New 
York will be allowed to proceed by unanimous 
consent. 

Several Members objected. 

Mr. LEITER. LI appeal to the House to with- 
draw all objection, and allow the gentleman from 
New York to go on with his speech. 

Objection was again made. 

Mr.SMITH. I move thatthe gentleman from 
New York have permission to proceed. 

The CLERK. The motion is not in order, 
forthe reason that a motion is pending, made by 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Sace,] that 
the House do now proceed to vote for Speaker, 
upon which the previous question is demanded, 
and which motion will take precedence. 

Mr. KELLY. I do not care about proceeding 
further. I wished to deny the charges made by 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [| Mr. Pare, ]} 
and by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 


Vatk,] and having done that I am satisfied to let 


the matter rest for the 

Mr. PAINE. I understood that the gentle- 
man from New York addressed a part of his 
remarks to me. I did not hear a word he said. 

A Memper. No matter; he only denied your 
charges against the Catholics. 

Mr. BOYCE. If the House will allow me, I 
wish to say buta single word. Ido notunderstand 
that the resolution before the House indorses, in 
effect, the opinions of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. raed in reference to the Cath- 
olies. I differ from him entirely upon that sub- 
ject. I have a very high respect for the Catholic 
church, as I have for every other Christian 
church. 


present. 


The House then proceeded to vote the one | 


hundred and fifth time for Speaker, with the fol- 


| 


lowing result: Whole number of votes cast, 188; | 


necessary to a choice, 95; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received........0...cccccecces 88 
Be Mis SAMI San bc cob sccennecaccccossesn’ 63 
SUED Mls MOUNIUE Sab ED ane dewhandads. esac cacsciceees 28 
Alezammer ©. BF. PemmiMston.....cccccccccccvecese 6 
Se WON ra Weis bUd0us Sbveduceb ee cdcovavsbece 1 
Henry Benmett............0.. Sekiss db'cese Cnebionced 1 
Samuel Caruthers..,........ pEdomeece none ness oben B 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, 
Ruat, Sandidge, Savage, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, 
Vail, Warner, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and 
John V. Wright. 


For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. John P. Campbell, Carlile, 
Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 


Evans, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lind- 
ley, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, 
Reade, Ricaud, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, 
‘Trippe, Underwood, Valk, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, 
Haven, Moore, and Scott. 

For Mr. Witliams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Bennett—Mr. Brenton. 

For Mr. Caruthers—Mr. Richardson. 


Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. PAINE. Mr. Clerk, the American party 


stands here as the only conservative party in this | 


House. 

Mr. ENGLISH. 
the House? 

Mr. PAINE. The question I am talking about. 
I will be heard, because every other gentleman 
who has desired it has been heard. The Amer- 
ican party of this country opposes neither the 
Democratic, nor the Whig, nor any other party; 
and, as a proof of what I say, I can point you 


What is the question before 


in this Hall to some of the most distinguished | 


Whigs and Democrats who are members of that 
party. Butthe national American party has been 
opposed by the Administration and the Demo- 
cratic party. A man is required to swear that he 
does not belong to the American party, before he 
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Alexander C. M. Pennington..........ss00 e005... ; 
CRO WO RINis vid dn vccinind cccisetthbebieescds. ee 1 
Samuel Caruthers. ...aecccoseccesccesccsccccecs,. 1 
MS NONE a onc onan ccrsersengeacabtence. ¥ 
i er ee l 
So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Buffington, By,’ 
lingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee. 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damret’ 


| Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dickson, Dodd, Dur. 


| Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Matteson, 


is entitled to hold any office under the Govern- | 


ment. Then, standing as we do, as the only 
conservative clement of the House, we would be 


be negligent of our interests in the existence of 
this very Union itself, if we were to change that 
position in any particular. 

I repeat it, that a party has risen up here, not- 


| withstanding the jeers, and taunts, and insults 


| country. 


| 
For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison. Barbour, Henry || 


Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, Buffington, Burlingame, 
James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Claw- 
eon, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy 
Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, Emrie, 
Flagier, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert 
i. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine 
B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Pearce, Pelton, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sher- 
man, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, 
Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eltihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, and Weodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, 
Bell, Boeock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Ed- 
mundson, Biliott, English, Fiorence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 


heaped on it. They stand before the country and | 


the world more firm and unselfish than any party 
has ever before stood. They have been insulted 
and ggeffed at—ay, and the heel of tyranny has 
been ground on them—because they dared to as- 
sert what has been the prevalent feeling of the 
people of this Union from the organization of the 
Government down to the present time. Now, 
sir, 1 am determined to speak out, and not to 
submit to these insults any longer. I tell gentle- 
men that I do not ask any odds—political or 
otherwise. I am called here, for instance, to vote 
for two men; one insults me, and the other insults 
the sense and propriety of the Union by pro- 
claiming himself here as, par excellence, the repre- 
sentative of the Abolition sentiments of the Uni- 
ted States. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
{[Mr. Banxs] stated on this floor that he was the 
Representative of the anti-slavery sentiment of the 
If there are any such men who desire 
to leave the American party, let them go. They 
are not conservative men. I tell those men who 
have insulted us, that I have as little regard for 
them as I have for any others. 

L am rejoiced, sir, that this tyranny has been 
exercised over us by the Democratic party and 
the Administration. What a spectacle is pre- 
sented by the Democratic party in this Wfouse ! 
We must either vote for their candidate, or they 
will be willing to see the dearest interests of the 
country destroyed. That is the alternative they 
have offered us. They have refused to allow us 
to s@ect one from their own ranks. They have 
rejected every overture that has been made from 
the conservative element of this House. And, 


| forsooth, they take to themselves the position of 


being the keepers of the honors and the interests 
of this country; that unless a man is called a 
Democrat, no matter what his opinions may be, 


| he is unfit to bé trusted with anything that con- 


cerns the Government of the Republic. And I 
hope, sir, that the gentlemen with whom I have 
been acting, and cordially acting—those who have 


| made every sacrifice of feeling for the purpose of 





organizing this House—will stand steadfast in the 
»osition which they now hold. I vote for Mr. 
enry M. Fier. 


The Clerk again called the roll, and the fol- 
lowing was‘the result of the one hundred and 
sixth vote: Whole number of votes cast, 187; 
necessary 4o a choice, 94; of whiich— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received..... sccccccseeceseee0e88 
WU RRO Di, DOOR ORMOO so oc. ns annntadcncanscceds (ate 








‘ 


fee, Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Roh 
ert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valen. 
tine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp 
McCarty, 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray’ 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Pearce, Pelton, Pep’ . 
nington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Roberts, Sabjy, 
Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tap. 
pan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wake. 


|} man, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C, Washburne 


Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch’ 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. : 
For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksds 
Bell, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burnet, 
Cadwalader, Caruther8, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Copj’ 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson 
Elliott, English, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gree. 
wood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas |, 
Harris, Herbert, Houston,Jewett, George W. Jones, Keity 
Kelly, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwo)’ 
McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Ory 
Packer, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge’ 
Savage, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, War. 
ner, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John y, 

Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. John P. Campbell, Carlile, Cox, 
Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, 
J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, 


| Humphrey Marshall; Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, 
eabuas wahe's ‘ if + bit we eee | Reade, Ricaud, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, 
ostnoton 7 oour own se -respec 3 re y 1] 


Trippe, Underwood, Valk, and Zollicoffer. 
For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, 


| Haven, Moore, and Scott. 


For Mr. Williaams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Caruthers—Mr. Richardson. 
‘or Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
‘or Mr. Bennett—Mr. Brenton. 


Mr. EUSTIS obtained the floor, but yielded 


| it to 


Mr. ORR, who (at half past four o’clock, a. m.) 


| said: We have been in session for sixteen hours 
and a quarter. 


The clerks are worn out, and the 
members are worn out. We have now less than 
eight hours until we have to reassemble in this 
Hall. I therefore move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CARLILE. It is now morning, the day 
is dawning, and it is the proper time to devote 
to our duties. Gentlemen of the Democratic 
party have met in caucus, and have resolved that 


| they will not adjourn until a Speaker is elected. 
| | hope that we shall have the yeas and nays, so 


that we may see who is for adjourning now in 
day-light. 


r. ORR. I respectfully beg leave to with- 


' draw my motion, to gratify the gentleman from 


Virginia. [Cries of **Good!’’ * Call the roll!”] 

Mr. EUSTIS. I gave way to the gentleman 
from South Carolina, because I knew that he 
intended to submit the same motion which | 
intended to propose. We have been here for 
sixteen hours. One third of the members are 
asleep. I think we have tried this night session. 
I voted against it. I knew exactly what it would 
come to. We have gratified both the Democratic 
party and the Republican party in this respect, 
and gentlemen seem to vote now precisely the 
same as they did when the night session began. 
I move that, when the House adjourns it adjourn 
till twelve o’clock on Friday. 

Mr. CULLEN. I wish to make a single re- 
mark. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Dele- 
ware is not in order. 

Mr. BOYCE. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. I think we have punished ourselves 
long enough. 

Mr. CULLEN. I wish to be heard upon that 
or 

he CLERK. Debate is out of order. 

The question was taken; and the House re 
fused to adjourn. 

* The CLERK. The motion of the gentleman 
from Louisiana has not yet been disposed of.. 

Mr. SNEED. I move to amend the,motion 
so as to make it to-morrow instead of Friday. 

Mr. CUMBACK. I call forthe yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. r. Clerk, I will 
ask you if our Journal will show that this }s 
Thursday, if we adjourn now? No, sir, it will 
show that it is Wednesday. - 





